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EDITORIAL 


An Important 
Announcement 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL is de- 
lighted to announce that it has made arrange- 
ments with Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D.., 
head of the Department of Hebrew in West- 
minster Theological Seminary of Philadelphia, 
Pa., to prepare forty articles, giving an intro- 
duction to each of the books of the Old Testa- 
ment from the conservative point of view. 


Dr. Young is the successor of the famous 
Hebrew scholar, Dr. Robert Dick Wilson, and 
is recognized as one of the foremost Hebraists 
of America. We believe that these articles will 
fill one of the most desperate needs of evan- 
gelical Christianity of our day. These articles 
will be of such tremendous value that we are 
urging our friends and subscribers to send in 
new subscriptions in order that our Southern 
Presbyterian constituency may be better in- 
formed on this transcendent subject. The first 
installment will appear in the January 1, 1947, 
issue. Send in your gift subscriptions now, in 
order that your friends may read the whole 


series. —H.B.D. 


Christmas 


Christmas is a marvelous day. The wonder of 
history opened the Christian era—the coming of 
The Child. And as Christmas first came with the 
child, so Christmas still lives for the child—and 
for those who are childlike in heart. The real 
Christmas is only for them. 


Christmas is a wondrous occasion. It converted 
the glamour of a pagan festival into the glory of a 
Christian celebration, the high day of the calendar 
of the civilized world. And each descending Christ- 





mas transforms the “water of life’s commonplaces 
into the wine of romance and song.” 


Christmas is the fabulous realm of the child. Ah, 
not for philosophers is Christmas: and _ science 
must vacate his throne. Here the poor rise above 
poverty, and the proud in humility kneel. Angels 
still lend it enchantment: the humble still crowd 
round the manger. 


Christmas is a prophetic season, a sacred seg- 
ment of the time. As with the child goes innocence 
in one hand and delight in the other, so holiness 
and happiness are twins. Of old it was written: 
“A little child shall lead them.” And the key to 
Christmas, as also to “that day” of the prophets, 
is the heart that is childlike. 


Christmas is a foretaste of the golden age to 
come: The miser foregoes his hoarding; the grouch 
forgets his complaints: prodigal now is the skin- 
flint; and social the one who was hermit. Fear and 
faith exchange places. Joy drives out envy and 
strife, Over hovel and palace, for lord and for 
laborer, is cast the mystic spell of the wonder and 
sweetness of childhood. 


Love, and joy, and possessions, celebrated the 
first Christmas—parents for loving, shepherds for 
rejoicing, magi for giving. And every heart on 
each succeeding Christmas, the day of giving, 
thrills to that high tradition. At the origin of 
Christmas God gave to man the Child of His love: 
at the completion of Christmas man gives to God 
the love of.a child. 


For Christmas is not a day in the calendar: itis 
an experience of the heart. “Except a man become 
as a little child ... ” —R.T.G. 


The Far Spent Night 


It is night time in the world, As the old yeal 
fades out and the new year looms up, we sha 
find it helpful to remember this. Otherwise We 
shall build up false hopes that will surely collapse. 


The Word of God teaches consistently that the 
world is in a long night and has been since the 
of man. The turn of the year, increased effort t 
agree on the part of the representatives of the 
United Nations, a few good resolutions made by 
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well-meaning individuals should not lead us to ex- 
agerated thoughts of a new day. 


True, the night is not a complete blackout. Men 
loved darkness rather than light, but “light is come 
into the world.” (John 3:19). Also, “God, who 
commanded the light to shine out of darkness, 
hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ.” (II Cor. 4:6). Further: “We have a more 
wre word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that 
ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark 
place, until the day dawn ... ” (II Peter 1:19). 


So for the present we can expect to find spir- 
iual blindness with men stumbling in the dark. 
We can expect to find recklessness and shame- 
lessness, Also, we shall surely find bewilderment 
and confusion. But along with all of this we may 
rejoice that the darkness has not put out the light 
of Jesus Christ and that He is shining down now 
upon this world as “the light of the world.” 


Still, we long for the light of day, the day that 
is to be ushered in by the glorious second coming 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. And to encourage us the 
Apostle Paul states: “Now is our salvation nearer 
than when we believed. The night is far spent, the 
day is at hand.” (Romans 13:11,12). 


That encourages us. Does it lay upon us any ob- 
ligations as we face the future? Yes. Paul adds: 
“Let us therefore cast off the works of darkness 
and let us put on the armour of light.”” That means 
that we as Christians should take off all garments 
made filthy and spotted by sinful and worldly com- 
promise, and put on rather the panoply of the sol- 
dier of Christ. And we are not to lay our weapons 
down until the Captain of our salvation comes with 
“the voice of the archangel and the trump of God.” 
(I Thessa. 4:16). 


The night has been long, but it will be morn- 
ing soon, —C.N.W. III. 


A Man Who Can See 


In a recent conversation Dr. John M. Wells 
stated that after he had delivered his Sprunt lec- 
tures on “Southern Presbyterian Worthies,” a 
friend remarked: “You omitted one of the greatest 
worthies our Church has produced.” Dr. Wells in- 
quired about this omission and his friend replied: 
“I have reference to Dr. John Girardeau. He was 
aman who could see things.” 


Any one who is familiar with the life and labors 
of Dr, Girardeau will be impressed with the ac- 
curacy of this statement: “He was a man who 
could see.” He could see what many other good 
men were not able to see. The Woodrow contro- 
versy concerning evolution is an example of this. 
Although Dr, Girardeau was on friendly terms 
With Dr. Woodrow, he realized that Dr. Woodrow’s 
position was an alarming one. He could see that 
evolution was not a harmless hypothesis and that 
once it was accepted it had deleterious bearings on 
the cause of Christ. Some of Dr. Girardeau’s 
friends thought that he was extreme in his views, 
but another alert theologian who was also able to 
see, commented: “Every theological distress of the 
our is traceable to its baleful influence.” Dr. 
Woodrow could not see the fruits of evolution. Dr. 
irardeau could see them. And so he fought for 
is faith as a man fights for his life. 


Many good men who hold dangerous views are 
unable to see the logical consequences of their po- 
sitions, Those who have tried to hold to evolution 
and also to evangelical Christianity should re- 
member a statement made by Bousset, an evolu- 
tionist who wrote: “The conception of Redemption, 
the dogma of the Divinity of Christ, the doctrine 
of the Trinity, the idea of Vicarious Sacrifice, the 
belief in the miraculous in the old view of Reve- 
lation—we see how all these things are swept 
away in the stream of development.” 


In this day of crisis there is a burning need for 
more men of the Girardeau calibre who are able to 
see clearly the destination of tendencies. Such men 
of spiritual] insight are the real prophets and trust- 
worthy leaders of their generation. —J.R.R 


“Who Is The Greatest?” 


(Matthew 18:1) 


The way up, in God’s Kingdom, is down. The 
way up, for Christ, was down. He was exalted in 
Heaven, equal in power and glory, with the 
Father, rich in His nature, His glory, His posses- 
sions, His happiness. For our sakes He became 
poor. He left all, laid all aside, and came down— 
down to a cradle in Bethlehem, a carpenter’s bench 
at Nazareth, a cross on Calvary. 


Now God has highly exalted Him and given Him 
a name that is above every name, and every knee 
shall bow and every tongue confess Him Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father. Jesus knew whereof 
He spoke when He said: “Even as the Son of 
Man.” 


It is the way the Master went, 
Shall not the servant tread it still? 


The way up, for us also, is down. The servant is 
not above his Master. There is no other road to 
greatness. The only road is down. 


Down on our knees in humble self-effacing, God- 
honoring, prayer and supplication. God must have 
broken hearts, broken and contrite, and broken 
hearts mean bended knees. Salvation starts this 
way: “God be merciful to me, a sinner.” It con- 
tinues this way, as we follow Him. The only safe 
place, whether at the top or the bottom, is on our 
knees. The first, second and third greatest grace 
for the Christian, is genuine humility. 


Down on our knees in humiliating service— 
at least service that would be humiliating for the 
natural man with a proud heart. No service was 
too small or too low or too little for the Master to 
perform for those who needed Him. Do we balk 
when we have to serve “on our knees” as He 
served in the upper room? Do we rebel if we have 
to take the place of a servant? Do we ever think 
some work is “beneath us?” Was any work be- 
neath Him? He whose shoulders bent beneath the 
cross and whose heart was under the burdens of 
those who were weary and heavy-laden, and took 
the heavy end of the yoke, bids us serve as’ He 
served. 


Down on our knees in heart-rending sacrifice, 
if necessary, bound with cords to the altar. He 
was stretched out on the cross, down on the 
ground, as they drove the nails in His hands and 
feet.-As the cross was lifted, He was lifted with 
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it, in order that He might draw all men unto Him- 
self. Would not men be drawn to Him today if we 
not only preached a crucified Saviour, but were 
more willing to be “crucified with Him?” If we 
suffer with Him, we shall also reign with Him. The 
crown comes after the cross, 


When John and James asked for the chief places 
in the Kingdom, He said: “Are you able to drink 
the cup and be baptized with the baptism I am 
baptized with?” Understanding little of what He 
meant, they said: “We are able.” 


Are we willing to pay the price of true great- 
ness? Are we willing to drink the cup, to be bap- 
tized with fire? Are we ready to stop thinking of 
self, and think only of His glory and His will for 
our lives? —J.K.P 


Popular Or Right 


It is a noteworthy fact that the word “popular” 
is not found in either the Old or the New Testa- 
ments. This may be confirmed by consulting the 
exhaustive concordance prepared by Robert Young. 
On the other hand, the word “right” is fourd in 
the Scriptures 319 times. The related word 
“righteous” is used 229 times. “Righteously’’ is 
employed 8 times. “Righteousness” occurs 304 
times, and “rightly” 3 times. 


This observation should lead us to see the 
relative importance of the terms “popular” and 
“right” in the sight of God. In making this state- 
ment however, we want to state plainly that we 
should not infer from this that God wants His 
people to deliberately strive for unpopularity. 
There is no virtue in this. It seems to us, that 
what God would have us to learn here, is that we 
should be so determined to do the right that we 
should be oblivious to either popularity or un- 
popularity. In making decisions the paramount 
question therefore should be, “Is it right?” 


In the historical records of many of the leaders 
of Israe] the highest commendation given them is 
that they did right. Here are a few examples: “Asa 
did right.” “Jehoshaphat did right.” ‘Jehoash did 
right.” “Azariah did right.” “Jotham did right.” 
“Hezekiah did right.” “Josiah did right.” 


Before making a decision we should ask God 
to show us the right and then give us the courage 
to do the right. Only as we know and do the right 
can we enjoy the peace of God that passeth all 
understanding. Right is the voice of God. Right 
is the call of truth. Happy is the man who knows 
the right and obeys the right regardless of conse- 
quences. 


About ten years ago there appeared a little book 
entitled “Popularity” by Regina Westcott Wieman. 
Her purpose was to point out an intelligent way 
for every individual to attain satisfying balance 
and meaningful adjustment to group life in the 
presence of powerful and often objectionable social 
patterns. When kept within proper bounds such a 
purpose should not be criticized. But there is a real 
danger in permitting this urge to be pushed beyond 
proper limits. When pushed beyond legitimate 
limits then we degenerate into what Saint Paul has 
called ‘‘men-pleasers.”’ 


In this popularity business the Christian must 
ever be on his guard. A greater desire is to be 
right and merit the approval of Him Who will pass 
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upon our decisions at the last day and hear Him 
say, “Well done, thou good and faithful (not 
popular) servant.’’ Popularity that is bought at the 
price of the forfeiture of the guiding principle 
“This is right,” is entirely too expensive. 


Our Lord forces us to take sides in life, and we 
must choose our side, whether popular or unpopular 
Just as His preaching divided His hearers in the 
little country we call Palestine, so He divides men 
today. “He that is not for Me is against Me,” jg 
His own declaration that neutrality is an impossible 
position. Philosophy confirms His affirmation. Ney. 
trality is impossible. Since we are forced to get off 
the fence, there is but one major consideration 
and that is, which is the right (not popular) side? 


“Enter through the narrow gate; for wide js the 
gate and spacious the road that leads on to de- 
struction and many are those entering through it. 
Because narrow is the gate and contracted the 


road that leads on to life and few are its dis 
coverers.”’ 


Matthew 7:13-14 (Berkeley Version of the New 
Testament). 


—J.R.R. 


Protestantism And The 
Authority Of Christ 


An Answer To Dr. C. C. Morrison’s 
Protestant Misuse Of The Bible 


One of our esteemed pastors has sent Dr. C. C. 
Morrison’s article on Protestant Misuse of The 
Bible. In this article as in his book What Is Chris- 
tianity? the editor of the Christian Century charac- 
terizes Protestantism as heresy. When Dr, Morrison, 
standing in the Disciple or Campbellite tradition, 
recognizes his difference from us, it becomes us 
to give this difference equal recognition. Funda- 
mental to this difference is the truth of the Holy 
Spirit, to whom Morrison makes no reference in 
his article. In his book Morrison holds that men are 
regenerated merely by joining the organization 
and thus learning its principles. 


Contrary to the positions set forth by Dr. Mor- 
rison, our Lord Jesus Christ did recognize the 
authority of the Holy ‘Scriptures. He met tempta- 
tion with the simple citation of Scripture, “It is 
written.” He said, “Scripture cannot be broken.” 
He charged the Sadducees with error, because they 
knew not the Scripture. Beginning from Moses and 
the Prophets he showed the disciples that it was 
necessary for the Messiah to suffer and to enter 
into His glory. He bids us, “Search the Scriptures.” 
Further He promised the Holy Spirit to lead the 
disciples into all truth, to bring to their minds 
the things He had said unto them that they might 
act for Him in writing and approving the writing 
of His mission and the meaning thereof. As the 
Revealor of the Godhead, our Lord has spoken or 
inspired all Scripture through the guidance and 
supervision of the Holy Spirit. Thus when we accept 
Christ on the authority of Scripture we are at 
cepting Him on His own authority. Faith is the 
living flash of identification between the Word 
as written and the voice of Him whose Word it 
Christ is now carrying on His work as Prophet, 
revealing to us by His Word and Spirit the will 
of God for our salvation. 
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The chief contention of Dr. Morrison is that 
the magnifying of Scripture has dethroned the 
thority of Christ. and that the Disciple- 
Campbellite tradition of magnifying the authority 
of the living community will re-enthrone Christ 
and restore the Christian unity which Campbell 
thought broken by our denominations. 


Answering the second matter first, we do not 
admit that there are many-Churches. There is only 
one Head and therefore there is only one Body 
the Church. This one Church is made up of the 
whole number of God’s elect. Its center of unity 
is Jesus Christ the minister of the true Tabernacle 
in heaven. It is manifest wherever the Word is 
preached, heard. and believed, and the sacraments 
administered. There are not many Churches as 
the Campbellites erroneously affirm—organization- 
al unification is not essential to unity as they and 
the Romanists maintain. The one essential of 
uity is union with our Lord Jesus Christ. That 
oneness is properly manifest among congregations 
and denominations by exchanges of pulpits and 
intercommunion, that is by the Word and the 
sacraments. Archbishop Fisher of Canterbury 
recently called on the Protestant Episcopalians to 
practice the Jatter—intercommunion. 


Referring last, to Morrison’s chief charge, I wish 
to cite a bit of recent history. In 1945 a little 
volume entitled The Nature of The Church was 
published largely through the efforts and interest 
of Dr. Morrison’s colleague Dr. W. E. Garrison. 
On pages 15-and 16 there are four views of 
authority set forth, namely, (1) the authority of 
the Bible, (2) the authority of the Word of God 
not indentified with a book, but with the message 
about God’s creative and redemptive acts, (3) the 
Church itself as the channel of authority; and (4) 
the ever-present guidance of the Spirit. 


In the framing of these several views the men 
who represented them were heard and they are 
each framed in the way their respective proponents 
wished them framed. The view that the seat of 
authority is the Bible is stated first and more briefly 
than any of the other views. It occupies only 8 
lines while the other views are given 12, 13 and 
16 lines respectively. In these eight brief lines 
there are three direct references of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and His authority. In the other three 
accounts the name of Christ is never given. I do 
not insist that the statement of the Bible as the 
seat of authority is perfectly done—I had too 
much to do with its phrasing not to be conscious 
of its shortcomings. But it certainly comes nearer 
magnifying and maintaining the authority of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the King and Head of His Body 
the Church than do the other three representative 
views set forth by the American Theological Com- 
mittee. Christ is much more easily lost in the human 
Vvolees of the organization than in the Word of 
God written. 


Here is the statement offered by the writer of 
this editorial and by the representative of the 
Presbyterian Church of Canada and incorporated in 
the Report of the Committee on The Nature of 
The Church: “For some, the seat of authority and 
the tule of faith, life, and worship is the Bible as 
the written Word of God read in the light of its 
undamental message, the grace of God in Jesus 
Christ, Christian preaching, (1) as bound to this 
Word, (2) as centered in God reconciling the world 
unto Himself in Christ, and-(3) as applied by the 
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Holy Spirit, is a primary mark of the Church. In so 
far as the Church lives by the Word and Spirit, 
it has authority to proclaim, interpret, and enforce 
the law of Christ, the King, as given in Scripture.” 
—Wnm. C. R. 


Sovereign Graces 
Raises Up Witnesses 
To Sovereign Grace 


Yes, John the Baptist told the Jews that God 
was able to raise up of the stones children unto 
Abraham. Our Lord told the privileged leaders of 
the Jewish theocracy that God would take the 
vineyard away from them and give it to a nation 
bringing forth the fruits thereof. They were not 
indispensable—the Kingdom of God moved over 
into the Gentile world while Jerusalem and Jewry 
went down in disaster. In the moving over, 
sovereign grace converted and used as its primary 
instrument the most unlikely man imaginable— 
Saul, a Pharisee of the Pharisees, the man that 
held the garments of those who stoned Stephen. 
The Confessions of Augustine are another record 
of the work of God’s sovereign grace bringing to 
himself and using to clarify the great truths of 
Grace a man who had been immersed in error and 
licentious living. The Reformation came because 
the Holy Spirit opened to Luther the meaning of 
Romans 1:16-18, because God suddenly subdued 
John Calvin unto Himself, because through the 
folk in St, Andrew’s Castle—that Scottish Cave of 
Adullam—God called John Knox to preach the 
Gospel. 


And the history of Scottish theology is a repeated 
record of how God has raised up and brought to 
Himself men who started in the other camp. 
Alexander Henderson started as a member of the 
Prelatical party and was signally converted under 
the preaching of Robert Bruce when that sound 
Presbyterian came to preach in his neighborhood. 
Henderson had received his congregation on the 
appointment of a patron and had to force the doors 
of the Church by climbing in a window when the 
godly people locked the doors against the appointee 
of a worldly patron. Bruce’s text, the day Henderson 
heard him, was this: “He that climbeth up some 
other way, the same is a thief and a robber.” 
Evidently the Holy Spirit guided the preacher and 
drove the message home to the hearer—so effec- 
tively that Henderson became the Scottish champion 
of Presbyterianism and Puritanism against Epis- 
copal Prelacy. 


Later John Witherspoon began his ministry as 
a Moderate, appointed by a patron. But God 
changed his heart and made him the most outspoken 
voice of the Evangelicals against the totalitarian 
leadership of Principal Wm. Robertson and Dr. 
George Hill with their Moderate machine. 


The great Revival of Scotland in the nineteenth 
century was led by men like Thomas Chalmers and 
Marcus Dods, the elder, both of whom began their 
ministry as Moderates, but were gloriously changed 
to Evangelicals by sovereign grace. The most 
Evangelical professors I met in the University of 
Edinburgh, Daniel Lamont and G. T. Thompson, 
have definitely moved—or been moved by God’s 
grace—into their present Evangelical interest from 
other views. One formerly magnified the Christian 
consciousness against the Scriptures as the rule 
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of truth, the other says that he was an out and 
out “Liberal” until God changed him. 


We are yearning and praying for a revival] in 
our loved Church. As we do so let us not limit our 
thoughts and prayers to men who may think as we 
do on certain of the issues of the day. Sovereign 
grace may have other plans and other men. Let 
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us rather pray the Lord to send the revival] by 
whom He will—even though they now be the leag 
interested in the things that make for revival] and 
the most interesed in other things. Sovereign grace 
can raise up witnesses to sovereign, saving gracy. 
May God do so, as and of whom, He will. 0 Lon 
revive They work in the midst of years! 
—Wm. C.R. 


Comments Upon The Proposed Plan Of Re-Union 
Between The Presbyterian Church In The 
United States Of America And The 
Presbyterian Church In 
The United States 


By Randolph B. Lee* 


(This article will be published in three installments. This is the second installment. 
The other one will appear in our next issue. H.B.D.) 


Areas 


Now we come to the “Gracious Concession.” It 
is planned to divide the Nation into six (6) areas, 
two (2) of these to be in the territory now served 
by the Southern Church, and four (4) in that of 
the Northern Church. We are told that this is done 
in order to guarantee to the Southern Church rep- 
resentation on the General Council, the Permanent 
Judicial Commission, and the various Executive 
Boards of the Reunited Church. This “Gracious 
Concession,” which is especially called to our at- 
tention by the Southern Members of the Drafting 
Committee, reminds me strongly of a picture I once 
saw of a small boy sitting proudly on the buggy- 
seat, tightly gripping the loose ends of the reins 
dangling from his father’s hands. We may fool our- 
selves that we are helping to drive the team, but 
we are not controlling the horses. 


Instead of being a desirable feature, this pro- 
vision guarantees for all time, that we who now 
make up the Presbyterian Church, U. S., will oc- 
cupy the position of a helpless minority in the New 
Church. 


If you were a Southern Member on the General 
Council or some Board of the Church, would it 
salve your feelings any to realize that a proposal 
you made had been voted down by a two to one 
majority, instead of the five to one majority, which 
would have been the case if this area scheme had 
not been in force? It might, but if you were a 
a man you would recognize either one as a 
defeat. 


Now let us consider how it is planned to nomi- 
nate the various members of the General Council, 
Executive Boards, etc. In every case this wording 
is used and I will quote it so that you may get its 
full force: “The name or names of persons selected 
by said Nominating Committee, shall be transmitted 
to the General Assembly, unless two-thirds of the 
members of the Nominating Committee are recorded 
in opposition. And remember this: Two-thirds will 


be just the majority against Southern Members on 
the Nominating Committee. So by this simple rule 
our Gracious Brethren of the Northern Church wil 
retain always the power of veto over our appoint- 
ments. 


Section 12, Page 15, provides the way in which 
the General Council shall be selected for the first 
four (4) years after re-union, until the permanent 
machinery gets set up, well oiled, and ready to ru. 
At first glance this paragraph seems to be set up to 
guarantee membership on the General Council from 
the Southern Church. But closer inspection reveals 
the fact that the Drafting Committee did not for. 
get to protect the majority on the Council for the 
Northern Church. The figures actually are, for the 
first year the U.S.A. Church will have 15 members 
to the U. S. Church’s 11 members. For the last 
three years of this period the majority will be 16 
to 10. 


Section 13, Page 16. This section generally takes 
care of the Stated Clerk of the Southern Chureh 
for five years after re-union. It provides that both 
Stated Clerks shall continue in office for five years. 
The Stated Clerk of the U.S.A. Church as Stated 
Clerk; and the Stated Clerk of the U. S. Church 3 
Associate Stated Clerk. Even here the Drafting 
Committee continues to recognize the inferiority 
of the Southern Church. 


Biennial Sessions 


Having completed the reorganization of the New 
Church, created a General Council subject only t0 
the General Assembly, the authors of this Plan of 
Re-Union provide that the Fifth General Assembly 
of the New Church shall automatically send an 
overture down to the Presbyteries providing for 
Biennial Sessions of the General Assembly. 


Form Of Government 


In making this study of the Form of Government, 
as given in the Plan of Re-Union, I shall not at 
tempt to comment upon every chapter. But by clos 
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study I have tried to search out all sections which 
appear to conflict with the procedure long familiar 
to the Presbyterian Church in the United States. 


Church Officers 


In this very important part of Church Govern- 
ment, a very casual search will disclose the fact 
that the Authors of this Plan have departed far 
from the procedure long used in the Southern 
Church. 


Quoting from our Book of Church Order, the 
ordinary and perpetual officers of the Church are 
Teaching Elders, or Ministers of the Word, who 
are commissioned to preach the Gospel and ad- 
minister the Sacraments: Ruling Elders, whose 
office is to have the gevernment and spiritual over- 
sight of the Church; and Deacons, whose office is 
to receive and administer the offerings of the 
people.” 


The Plan of Re-Union expresses this as follows: 
“The ordinary and perpetual officers of the Church 
are Elders or Ministers; the representatives of the 
people, usually styled Ruling Elders and Deacons.” 


If I did not read any further in the proposed 
plan than this, one thing would be clear. The au- 
thors want to draw a sharp line of demarcation 
between the Bishops or Ministers and the Ruling 
Elders. All vestiges of the spiritual nature of the 
Eldership is gone. They stand on a distinctly lower 
plane than the Bishops or Ministers; they are 
merely the representatives of the people. As we 
proceed in this study, we find this line of de- 
mareation ever more plainly drawn. 


This can be seen by comparing the description 
of the Eldership in the two Forms of Government. 
First let us look at our own Book of Church Order. 


“These Ruling Elders possess the same authority 
and eligibility to office in the Courts of the Church 
as the Ministers of the Word, or Teaching Elders. 
They should, moreover, cultivate zealously their 
aptitude to teach the Bible and should improve 
every opportunity of doing so, to the end that des- 
titute places, mission points and Churches without 
Pastors may be supplied with religious services.” 


This is what the new plan says: “Ruling Elders 
are properly the representatives of the people, 
chosen by them for the purpose of exercising gov- 
ernment and discipline, in conjunction with Pastors 
and Ministers, This office has been understood by a 
great part of the Reformed Churches to be desig- 
nated in the Holy Scriptures by the title of govern- 
ment, and of those who rule well, but do not labor 
in the word and doctrine.” 


The Church Session 


In the New Form of Government, the line which 
has been drawn between the formerly equal Teach- 
ing Elder and the Ruling Elder, becomes plainer as 
Wwe move from Chapter to Chapter. 


Now we find that the Ruling Elders cannot hold 
4 meeting of Session if the Pastor is sick or ab- 
sent, unless, they have first secured his permission 
todo so. Here we have a move towards the Epis- 
copal Form of Government, their Vestry cannot 
hold a meeting in the absence of the Rector. 


_Then in a Church which has no Pastor, the Ses- 
sion cannot hold a meeting unless they secure some 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


= Page 7 





other Minister from the Presbytery to act as Mod- 
erator. We are told that: “Only when it is imprac- 
ticable without great inconvenience, to procure the 
attendance of such a Moderator, may the Session 
of a vacant Church elect one of its own members 
to preside.” 


Then we find a section which is in direct contra- 
diction of Section 101 of our Book of Church 
Order (US), and strange as it may seem of Chap- 
ter 16, Paragraph 2, of the proposed Form of Gov- 
ernment—except that in the new form one word is 
added, the word “permanent” shown below in pa- 
renthesis. 


_ “The Government of the Church is representa- 
tive, and the right of God’s people to elect their 
officers is inalienable. Therefore no man can be 
placed over a Church in any (permanent) office 
without the election, or at least the consent of the 
Church.” 


The section to which I am referring would in- 
deed sound the death-knell of the principle of rep- 
resentative government in the ‘Church. And would 
give to a body outside of a particular Church, the 
power and authority to come into that Church and 
to set aside completely the expressed wishes of a 
majority of its people. To disvose its constitution- 
ally elected and ordained officers, and to appoint 
others, clothing these appointees with the power 
and authority of the deposed officers. 


Let the new Form of Government speak for 
itself. (Chapter 11, Section 12): 


“Whenever in the judgement of the presbytery 
of jurisdiction a Session is unable or unwilling to 
manage wisely the affairs of a particular Church, 
the Presbytery may appoint a committee with the 
full power of the Session. This committee shall 
take the place of the existing Session. if any, which 
shall cease to act until such time as the Presbytery 
shall otherwise direct.” 


Elections Of Elders Or Deacons 


New Rules (Chapter 15, Par. 4): “When a ma- 
jority of all voters present cast their vote for a 
person for either of these offices, he (she) shall be 
considered elected.” 


Southern Church, speaking of Elders, says: “They 
shall be men of,” etc. 


Note the following from the Ordination of Elders 
and Deacons: 


New Rules (Chapter 15. Par. 7): “The members 
of the Church having answered this question in 
the affirmative, by holding up their right hands, 
the Minister shall proceed to set apart the candi- 
date with prayer and the laying on of his hands to 
the office of Ruling Elder (or Deacon.”’) 


Southern Church: “The laying on of hands of 
the Session.” 


Ordination Of Ministers 


New Rules (Chapter 17, Par. 7): “The presiding 
Minister shall, by prayer and the laying on of hands 
of the Ministers of the Presbytery.” 


Southern Church: “The laying on of hands of 
the Presbytery.” 
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Also. New Rules: “Afterwards all the Ministers 
of the Presbytery in their order, take him by the 
right hand, saying in words to this effect: ‘We give 
you the right hand of fellowship to take part in 
this Ministry with us.’ ” 


Southern Church: “Afterwards all the members 
of the Presbytery.” 


Also New Rules: “After which the Minister pre- 
siding or some other Minister or Ministers ap- 
pointed for the purpose by the Presbytery, shall 
give solemn charge to the Pastor and the Church,” 
etc. 


Southern Church: “Some other Minister or Rul- 
ing Elder,” etc. 


As a final tap to the Ruling Elders, we find the 
following in Chapter 24, Par. 3: “In case the Mod- 


— 


erator of any judicatory above the Church Session. 
shall be a Ruling Elder, he may open the ney} 
meeting with an address; but any acts appropriate 
to an ordained Minister of the Gospel, shall be 
performed by a Minister appointed by such Ruling 
Elder.” 


From the above it is clearly evident that the pro. 
posed Plan for Re-Union entirely destroys the spir. 
itual side of the office of Ruling Elder, as it is now 
recognized in the Southern Presbyterian Church. 
Instead of occupying a position of equal power and 
authority with the Teaching Elder or Minister, jp 
all Courts of the Church, the office as outlined jn 
these rules will be inferior to that of the Minister 
and entirely secular in its nature. In fact the au- 
thors of this Plan seem so anxious to enumerate 
the things that a Ruling Elder can not do, that 
they failed to specify what he can do. 





What Do Presbyterians 
Believe P 


By Mrs. John S. Nisbet* 


(This article will be published in three installments. This is the second installment. 
Look for the third to follow. H.B.D.) 


Predestination 


Flowing out of the doctrine of the Sovereignty 


of God is the Presbyterian doctrine of Predestina- 
tion. 


In Question 7 of the Shorter Catechism we read: 
“What are the decrees of God? The decrees of 
God are His eternal purpose according to the 
counsel of His will, whereby, for His own glory, 
He hath fore-ordained whatsoever comes to pass.” 


Dr. Webb says: “The items of the universe may 


be broadly classified as (1) Things, and (2) 
Persons. 


As the decree of God terminates upon Things 
it is called Foreordination. 


As the decree of God terminates upon Persons 
it is called Predestination. 


The Westminster Confession of Faith (Chapter 
3, Section 1) states the doctrine of Foreordination 
in part, thus: 


“God from all eternity did by the most wise and 
holy counsel of His own will, freely and unchange- 
ably ordain whatsoever comes to pass.” 


The Confession (Chapter 3, Section 3), states 
the doctrine of Predestination thus: 


“By the decree of God, for the manifestation of 
His glory, some men and angels are predestinated 
unto everlasting life, and others foreordained to 
everlasting death.” 


From these clear statements we see God sovereign 


in fact as well as in right in this universe which 
He has created, 


We see also that He has a verv definite purpose 
for this universe and His creatures in it—that 
purpose is Foreordination or Predestination. 


We see, too, His all-wise execution of this 
purpose in His administration of the universe—that 
execution of His purpose is Providence. 


To suppose that God acts without a plan, ina 
purposeless, random way, is an impossible concep- 
tion of the Divine Character. 


We who are made in His image and after His 
likeness, do not spend our lives in_hit-or-miss 
fashion. 


Consider the simple things of our every day 
existence, 


No man builds any sort of a building without 
plan. 


No woman makes a garment without a patern. 


In housekeeping there is a plan for the running 
of the household and a schedule for the daily meals. 


In the ordering and arrangement of our home 
there is a plan which includes regular places for 
our possessions. 


So our common sense tells us that in His 
government of this world which He has created, 
God works in no haphazard fashion—He has His 
own definite purpose and His own definite plan 
for securing their fulfilment. 


The Catechism says God has foredained “what: 
soever comes to pass” — that is, everything tha! 
occurs. 


We cannot imagine anything coming to pass 
unexpectedly to our God. He controls all things 
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the great things and the small things, for truly the 
great things are made up of the small. 


“The persistence of a spider nerved a despairing 
man to fresh exertion which shaped a nation’s 
future. 


The God who predestinated the course of Scot- 
tish history, must have planned and presided over 
the movements of the tiny insect that saved Robert 
Bruce from despair.” 


God is no absentee Deity—He is “everywhere 
present” and the affairs of the universe are 
controlled and guided “according to the purpose 
of Him Who worketh all things after the counsel 
of His own will.” Eph. 1:11. 


The Bible is crowded with illustrations of this 
truth, but the story of Joseph is “at once one of 
the clearest and most familiar illustrations of the 
Divine Method of government, painted for us by 
the hand of inspiration.” 


In the account of Joseph we have ‘“Foreordina- 
tion made familiar, and Providence made palpable.” 


Looking at the 42nd chapter of Genesis, we see 
the ten sons of Jacob driven by famine into a 
foreign country and there prostrating themselves 
before their unrecognized brother who is the all- 
powerful governor of the land to which they had 
come. 


They were dependent upon him for the very 
means of life. 


Did this just happen so? 


Twenty years before, God had plainly foretold 
this in the two prophetic dreams that came to 
Joseph when the eleven sheaves and the eleven 
stars bowed before him. 


In Genesis 37, the lad Joseph is begging for his 
life at the hands of his murderous brothers. 


They refuse and are determined to kill him. 


Reuben suggests they cast him into a nearby 
pit. They decide to do this and leave him to starve. 


Before Reuben can return and rescue Joseph, as 
he intended, the Midianite merchants come by and 
at Judah’s suggestion he is sold a slave and 
carried to Egypt. 


Twenty-two years later Joseph said to his 
penitent brothers: 


“It was not you that sent me hither but God, 
for God did send me before you to preserve life.” 
Gen. 45:5 and 7. 


In Genesis 46 we see Joseph sending wagons to 
Canaan and moving all his father’s household to 
Egypt and settling them in Goshen. 


This is the result of a long chain of events with 
which we are all familiar and which might have 
been broken at a hundred points. 


But every link in that chain was forged by God’s 
own hand to bring about exactly this result. 


Long before Jacob or any of his family were in 
existence, even before a child was born to Abraham, 
Ged had said to him: 
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“Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a 
stranger in a land that is not theirs, and they shall 
afflict them four hundred years, and also that 
nation whom they shall serve will I judge; and 
afterward shall they come out with great sub- 
stance.” Gen. 15:13-14. 


So these happenings resulting in this migration 
to Egypt were but the orderly fulfilment by 
Providence of God’s predetermined purpose. 


This Calvinistic or Presbyterian doctrine of 
Predestination is the source of more argument and 
criticism than. any other doctrine of our faith. 


1. “By some it is called fatalism. But the 
doctrine of our Standards is not ‘whatever must 
be,’ but that whatsoever God has decreed and 
purposed shall be.” 


Dr. Webb says the first thing for us to remember 
about Predestination is that it is a Biblical doctrine, 
so interwoven in the histories, prophecies, gospels 
and epistles of Divine Revelation that it cannot 
be ignored. 


Continuing, Dr. Webb says that Predestination is 
a doctrine of all the theologies but it has been left 
to the Calvinists to bear the odium of the doctrine 
because they to some extent, have the courage of 
their convictions. 


In the Bible we read: “The Lord of hosts hath 
sworn saying, Surely as I have thought, so shall 
it come to pass; and as I have purposed, so shall 
it stand.” Isa. 14:24. 


“This reveals the glorious truth that our human 
lives and our sensitive human hearts are not in 
the wheels of pitiless fate or the loom of crazy 
chance, but in the hands of an almighty and in- 
finitely wise and good God.” 


2. Some say the doctrine of Predestination 
destroys man’s free agency. 


The Confession of Faith says: 


“God from all eternity did by the most wise and 
holy counsel of His own will, freely and unchange- 
ably ordain whatsoever comes to pass; yet so as 
thereby neither is God the author of sin; nor is 
violence ottered to the will of the creatures, but 
rather established.’ (Chapter 3, Section 1). 


“How God as Sovereign can decree events before- 
hand and bring them to pass exactly as decreed 
without intertering with the freedom of the human 
agent, is a question man cannot answer, but God 
can—we can plainly see this working harmoniously 
in God’s piactice if we cannot explain it in our 
tneories.” 


If we look again at Joseph’s life we find not 
only unquestionable foreordination and predestina- 
tion, but also unquestionably free agency. 


Jacob’s preference for Joseph, the good and wise 
son o£ tne beloved Rachel, over the ten rough 
and brutal sons of Leah and his concubines, is but 
tne natural prompting of his human heart. 


Joseph’s brothers hating him and selling him into 
slavery express the free, unrestrained impulses of 
their wicked, jealous hearts. 


The brothers bear witness to free agency later 
with-their conscience-smitten cry: “We are verily 
guilty concerning our brother.” 
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These people were all free agents, but also so 
entirely God’s agents that Scripture says it was 
God who “sent Joseph into Egypt to preserve life.” 


Potiphar’s wife was free in her lustful, revenge- 
ful impulses toward Joseph. 


The royal butler was free in telling Pharaoh 
about Joseph. 


Pharaoh was free in calling and placing Joseph 
in position of power. 


Joseph was free in his loving impulse to send 
for his beloved father. 


We see and know this to be the perfect fulfil- 
ment of the purpose of God revealed to Abraham 
two centuries before, but we see, too, the human 
characters acting as entirely free agents. 


Dr. Smith says: “As to the perfect harmony 
between Predestination and Free Agency, we may 
leave it cheerfully till we stand on higher summits 
in a clearer light.” 


3. Some say that Predestination is not a rational 
or reasonable doctrine. 


Dr. Webb says it is a rational doctrine. Nature 
has decreed that “the soul that sinneth it shall 
die.’ Nature is remorseless in its executions. 
The violator of gravity, electricity, health, etc., 
must take the consequences. The ordination in the 
moral sphere is just as inexorable as in the natural. 
It ought to be so; it must be so. All human 
beings have transgressed moral law: all are sinners. 
Unless God, in His mercy “butts” a decree of grace 
against the decree of nature we will every one 
perish. This is what He does in Predestination— 
He sets a life-giving decree of grace over against 
the death-dealing decree of nature. 


4. Dr. Webb says we must remember that 
God Who does not Predestinate is an opportunist, 
An opportunist is one who waits on circumstances 
and takes advantage of them to accomplish his 
ends. Among men he is a politician without cop. 
viction—a person indifferent to ways and means, 
with his mind set only on his object. Are you 
willing to think of the Moral Ruler of the universe 
as an Infinite Opportunist? 


5. Some say Predestination is unjust. Dr. Webb 
says: “Justice demands that every man shall be 
given his desert. ‘The wages of sin is death.’ The 
great problem is, ‘How can God be just and yet 
justify the ungodly?’ How can He keep back any 
sinner’s ‘wages?’ ” 


6. There are those who complain that to “repre. 
sent man as born unable to keep the command. 
ments, yet as justly liable to everlasting punish. 
ment for breaking them, is alike repugnant to rea- 
son and conscience and turns existence into a 
hideous nightmare.” 


To this Dr, Webb replies: “In this complaint, 
you are fretting at the fact of the original sin. 
Your outery is against the sinfulness of man. If 
he is not a sinner, Predestination is an outrage. 
But if he is a sinner—if he is guilty and de 
praved—there can be no valid objection to sovereign 
Election. (Predestination terminates upon a fallen, 
sinful, condemned race. The fall was permissively 
decreed.” 


Predestination is an efficacious decree. 


Dr. Webb concludes: “It is love’s inalienable and 
sovereign prerogative to be elective and discrim- 
inating.” 


*Montreat, N. C. 





Defeated 


After an infidel had concluded a lecture in a 
village in England, he challenged those present 
to discussion. Who should accept the challenge but 
an old, bent woman, in antiquated attire, who went 
up to the lecturer and said: 


“Sir, I have a question to put to you.” 
“Well, my good woman, what is it?” 


“Ten years ago,” she said, “I was left a widow, 
with eight children utterly unprovided for, and 
nothing to call my own but this Bible. By its 
direction, and looking to God for strength, I have 
been enabled to feed myself and family. I am now 
tottering to the grave; but I am perfectly happy, 
because I look forward to a life of immortality 
with Jesus. That’s what my religion has done for 
me. What has your way of thinking done for you?” 


“Well, my good lady,” rejoined the lecturer, “I 
don’t want to disturb your comfort; but—’’ 


“Oh, that’s not the question,” said she; “keep to 
the point, sir. What has your way of thinking done 
for you?” 


The infide] endeavored to shirk the matter again; 
the meeting gave vent to uproarious applause, the 
champion had to go away discomfited by an old 
woman. —Gospel Banner. 


The Importance Of The 
Virgin Birth Of Christ 


“The knowledge of the virgin birth is important 
because of its bearing upon our view of the 
solidarity of the race in the guilt and power of 
sin. If we hold a Pelagian view of sin, we shall be 
little interested in the virgin birth of our Lord; 
we shal] have little difficulty in understanding how 
a sinless One could be born as other men are bor. 
But if we believe, as the Bible teaches, that all 
mankind are under an awful curse, then we shall 
rejoice in knowing that there entered into the 
sinful race from the outside One upon whom the 
curse did not rest save as He bore it for those 
whom He redeemed by His blood , . . Deny o 
give up the story of the virgin birth, and inevitably 
you are led to evade either the high Biblical 
doctrine of sin or else the full Biblical presentation 
of the supernatural Person of our Lord. A noble 
man in whom the divine life merely pulsated it 
greater power than in other men would have beet 
born by ordinary generation from a human pail; 
the eternal Son of God, come by a voluntary att 
to redeem us from the guilt and power of sin, W# 
conceived in the virgin’s womk by the Holy Ghost.” 

—J. Gresham Machen. 
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The Son Of The Virgin 


By Rev. Edward J. Young, Ph.D." 


There is nothing sadder than to see an evil man, 
when warned of sin, continue steadfastly in his 
evil practices, Such a man was Ahaz, king of 
Judah. He occupied a position of high honor, for 
he sat upon the throne of David. But his heart 
was filled with fear, and a fearful monarch makes 
apoor ruler. Ahaz had heard that his two northern 
enemies, Syria and Israel, were in league together 
and were plotting his overthrow. “And his heart 
was moved, and the heart of his people, as the trees 
of the wood are moved with the wind” (Isaiah 
1:2b). Ahaz was afraid, so he proceeded to take 
measures for protection. Far to the east was 
Assyria, that rising young nation, before whom all 
the earth was falling. Ahaz would call upon As- 
syria as an ally, and then there would be nothing 
to fear. This would be a strategic move and poli- 
tically expedient, and Ahaz was a man who believed 
in expediency. But the proposed alliance was dis- 
pleasing to the Lord, and of what value is our 
political strategy if we are working contrary to the 
will of our God? 


Ahaz’ Blatant Unbelief 


Ahaz was not the only one who was interested in 
the welfare of the nation. These were God’s people, 
whom He had chosen, and at one time had brought 
forth out of the land of Egypt. Now, when again 
the people were in need, God was ready to inter- 
vene. And so it always is in the Old Testament. 
God deeply loves His own and constantly shows His 
love to them. In Jerusalem at this time was the 
great prophet Isaiah, and him the Lord would send 
to Ahaz. “Go forth now to meet Ahaz.” And 
Isaiah is told where to find him, “at the end of the 
conduit of the upper pool in the highway of the 
fuller’s field.” What Ahaz was doing at this place 
no one knows, and it is useless to conjecture. 


But the message which Isaiah was to deliver was 
plain and simple. It consisted first in the simple 
command “Fear not.” And the reason was given. 
There was nothing to fear. The two enemies were 
like the tails of two smoking firebrands. Their 
strength was practically burned out and they could 

no more. And, as to the counsel which they 
had taken against Judah, “Thus saith the Lord 
GOD, It shall not stand, neither shall it come to 
pass.” (Isaiah 7:7). Rather, these two enemies, 
Syria under Rezin and Ephraim under the son of 
Remaliah, would continue for a time, and within 
— years Ephraim would be completely 
roken. 


How strange this must have sounded to Ahaz. 
Strange and utterly unwelcome. Isaiah, however, 
8 ready to prove the truth of his message. Ahaz 
may ask for a sign and thus receive confirmation 
that Isaiah’s prophecy is true. The sign may be 
high above or deep below. Should Ahaz ask that 
the sun be darkened or fire fall from heaven, the 
request would be granted. “Ask it either in the 
depth, or in the height above” (Isaiah 7:11b). 


Ahaz, however, does not wish to hear the voice 
of God. He is stubborn, and will persist in carry- 
Mg out his own course. He would have on his 
side Assyria rather than God. Hence, he engages 
Ma pretext of piety in order to cover his own 


wicked rebelliousness. “I will not ask, neither will 
I tempt the LORD” (Isaiah 7:12). These words 
remind us of the command in Deuteronomy that 
we are not to tempt the LORD our God. Even the 
devil, however, can quote Scripture for his purpose, 
and when he quotes it, he generally twists its mean- 
ing. The language of Ahaz sounds very pious, 
very devout. Is he not noble, we might be tempted 
to think, in that he will not tempt God? Tempt 
God! What a wicked thing to say about God’s 
command. “Ask a sign,” the Lord had commanded. 
“IT will not tempt the LORD,” replies Ahaz. Thus 
appears the brazen wickedness of the king. It is 


an expression of pride in man. Ahaz would seek 
man—not God. 


The Sign Of The Lord 


Isaiah sees through this cloak of false piety and 
in strong language rebukes the wicked king. Since 
you will not ask a sign, he says in effect, the Lord 
Himself will give you a sign. He then proceeds to 
announce the birth of a wondrous Child, the first 
years of Whose life will be the measure of the 
period of desolation to be suffered by Judah. 


“Behold,” declares the prophet. But Ahaz could 
not behold. Isaiah is not pointing to a young 
woman standing nearby, as some commentators 
have erroneously supposed. Rather, the Spirit of 
God is upon him, and he is in that state where the 
outside world has apparently receded from the 
consciousness, that mysterious state which, for 
lack of a better word, we may denominate prophetic 
ecstasy. Thus, the vision is revealed to him, and he 
speaks. “Behold,” he cries, as though to say, “I 
see a virgin who is with child and she shall bring 
forth a son and call His name Immanuel. From 
the time of His birth until He reaches the age of 
moral discernment (till He knows to refuse the 
evil and choose the good) He shall eat a strange 
diet, and befure He knows to refuse the evil and 
choose the good, your enemy to the north will lose 
both her kings. But as for you, the Lord will bring 
upon you that which you have sought,—as an 
enemy, however, and not an ally—the king of 
Assyria.” 


Thus, by this prophetic announcement, it is 
clearly declared to Ahaz that his enemy is truly a 
burnt out firebrand, The two kings whom he fears 
will soon pass away. The length of their existence 
is about as long as the period from the birth of 
the Child till it reaches the age of moral discern- 
ment. The short period of unrest, during which 
Ahaz’ enemies are yet in existence, is symbolized by 
the Child eating curds and honey. Curds and honey 
are not the usual food of an infant; and this 
unusual diet of the Child symbolizes the unusual 
condition of things until Ahaz’ enemy be forsaken 
of her two kings. Thus it is made clear to Ahaz 
that there is really little to fear; the designs of his 
enemies will fail. 


Who Is The Child? 


There have been some students of the Bible who 
think that Isaiah merely pointed to some passing 
young woman who was pregnant and used her as 
his illustration. But this is not satisfactory. The 
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prophet speaks of the mother as ALMAH, a word 
which is about equivalent to our damsel or maiden, 
and which never. in any Semitic language, as far 
as I know, means a married woman. Also, how 
would this constitute a sign to Ahaz? A sign 
involves something out of the ordinary, something 
mysterious. 


Some of the Jews have believed that the child 
to be born was Hezekiah. However, Hezekiah was 
at least nine years old, it would seem, when these 
words were uttered. No, if we are to understand 
aright the prophecy, we must take into considera- 
tion the fact that the birth of this Child was of 
such unusual] nature that it could truly be called a 
sign. It was no ordinary birth—everything in the 
language and circumstances testifies to that fact. 


For one thing the mother is called THE ALMAH, 
a strange word to be used of a mother. For in 
Genesis Rebekah is said to be ALMAH, and in the 
same context she is called a virgin, and it is said 
that a man has not known her. When the Jewish 
translators translated the Old Testament into 
Greek, they rendered this word virgin. Could they 
have used a better word? It may be that ALMAH 
is not the technical Hebrew word for virgin, but 
does anyone think that Isaiah was referring to a 
married woman? What is unusual about a married 
woman having a child? How could that possibly 
be called a sign? No, the prophet was indicating 
something unusual, and he designated the mother 
by an unusual word. He called her an ALMAH. 
The Septuagint was correct in translating this word 
virgin. But all question is ruled out by the in- 
spired interpretation of this verse given in the 
Gospel of Matthew. 
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If then, the mother is a virgin, who is the Chil? 
His Name is Immanuel. This word indicates fy 
more than the vocable by which the Child woul 
be addressed. It reveals His character. His birth js 
the sign that God has come to be with His people, 
Those who know the Old Testament will recognize 
that this is a reference to the Messiah. The fy. 
fillment, therefore, we are to discover, not in some 
contemporary child of Ahaz’. time, but in the 
Christ alone. 


How, then, would this. virgin-birth of the 
wondrous Child be a sign to Ahaz? The answer is 
that it would not be a sign in the sense that Ahaz 
had expected. It would not be like a miracle per. 
formed then and there before the eyes. of the king, 
But, by his wicked obstinacy, Ahaz has. forfeited 
any right to such a sign. The sign which he receives 
is of a different nature—it is the infallible yp. 
nouncement of a miraculous event to come—a sign 
to be received only by the eyes of faith. 


Upon the wicked Ahaz was to come the hostile 
king of Assyria. To God’s people, however, there 
came the One of Whom Isaiah prophesied. —In 
Bethlehem the virgin mother brought forth her 
first born Son and laid Him away in the manger. 
Thus was fulfilled the word of the prophet. God 
is with us.. He who is very God of very God ab- 
horred not the Virgin’s womb. Upon earth ap 
peared that Divine Person of Whom Isaiah wrote 
—true God and true Man. And in lowly condition 
He came that He might make His blessings flow 
far as the curse is found, 


*Westminster Theological Seminary. 





Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For January 5: The 
Word Made Flesh 


Scripture: John 1. 
1:1-7. 


Let us keep in mind the purpose of this Gospel 
as stated in John 20:31, “But these are written, 
that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God; and that believing ye might have life 
throught His name.” May the result of our study 
be the strengthening of our own faith and the 
saving of thousands who will be studying it with 
us. As we meditate upon this “paragon among the 
Gospels,” ‘the one, tender, real crown-Gospel of 
them all,” (Luther), may there come the great 
revival in our church, and in the whole Church, 
for which many of us have been praying. and the 
ingathering of those who receive Him and become 
the children of God. May the Holy Spirit guide 
and work mightily in our hearts as we read and 
ponder these simple but profound and sublime 
words of John! : 


Devotional Reading: John 


We would like to consider chapter one in three 
sections: (1) A Marvellous Person, (2) A Won- 
derful Testimony, (3) A Beautiful Invitation. 


A Marvellous Person: ‘‘God only-begotten.” (See 
English R. V., Westcott and Hort’s Greek Text, 


margin of A.R.V., Lenski’s and Montgomery Trans. 
and vs. 18). 


Verse one is sufficient in itself to dispel all doubt 
as to the Deity of our Lord. “In the beginning.” 
These words send us back to Genesis 1:1. “In the 
beginning God”—“In the beginning was the Word.” 
The Word was with God and the Word was God. 
What further proof do we need of the fact stated 
in our Standards: “In the unity of the Godhead 
there be three persons of one substance, powél, 
and eternity; God the Father, God the Son, and 
Ged the Holy Ghost. The Father is of none, 
neither begotten nor proceeding; the Son is eternal- 
ly begotten of the Father; the Holy Ghost eternal- 
ly proceeding from the Father and the Son.”: 


“All things were made by (through) Him.” 
Christ is the Author of Creation. There is no con 
flict here with Genesis. God does whatever one 
Person of the Godhead does. To the Son was givel 
the work of creation. 


“In Him was life.” John uses the word “life” 
fifty-four times. “It is one of the key words of his 
Gospel” (Lenski). 


“The life was the light of men.” “I am the light 
of the world.” The world was dark indeed whet 
Jesus came; it is still dark where He is not knowl 
“Gross darkness” covered the world. How heautifu: 
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Has the light come into our hearts? Are we doing 
what we can to cause it to shine in the lives of 
others? “Ye are the light of the world.” 


How tragic are verses ten and eleven!” The 
world knew Him not.” neither its Creator or Light. 
This is sadly true of most of the world even in our 
“enlightened” age. ‘““He came unto His own and His 
own received Him not.’”’ The Jews were the re- 
cipients of God’s choicest gifts and blessings. They 
had the Law and the Covenants and the Promises; 
they had received His clearest revelations; they 
were His chosen, peculiar people; and yet they— 
His “home folk’”—did not receive Him. 


Verses 12 and 13 relieve the tragedy somewhat: 
there were some who did receive Him. To these 
He gave the power, (right), to become the sons of 
God, even to those who believe on His name. Thank 
God, there are always some who receive and believe. 
Are we among that number? Are we children of 
God by faith in Jesus Christ? 


“The Word was made flesh.” Here we have the 
doctrine of the Incarnation stated in its simplest 
form. Our Catechism enlarges it thus: “Christ, 
the Son of God, became man, by taking to Himself 
a true body and a reasonable soul, being conceived 
by the power of the Holy Ghost in the womb of 
the Virgin Mary, and born of her, yet without sin.” 
This is a fine summary of the whole Bible teaching 
on this subject. 


We wish to call attention to the translation of 
verse as given at the head of this section. (“God 
omly-begotten”). Westcott and Hort’s Greek text 
gives this as the preferred reading. It is also the 
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translation preferred by translators like Mont- 
gomery, Lenski, ete. 


Truly we have here in John’s Gospel a picture 
of a Marvellous Person,—the God-man—Who came 
to carry out God’s plan of redemption. The only 
Redeemer of God’s elect is a unique personality. 
On such a Christ—the solid rock—we stand; all 
other ground is sinking sand. 


A Wonderful Testimony; John the Baptist; “Be- 
hold the lamb of God.” 


A man sent from God whose name was John, If 
we had the space, it would be interesting to think 
of the many men sent from God whose names were 
“John.” The list is long and the men exerted a 
tremendous influence on the world. 


John the Baptizer came for a witness. It was 
very important that the Messiah should have the 
proper credentials,” so that there could be no 
excuse for not believing and receiving Him. In this 
Gospel we have many different lines of testimony. 
This is the first. 


It must be made clear that John was not the 
Messiah. This is so stated in verse 8. This statement 
is corroborated by John when they asked him, 
“Who art thou’—‘“I am not the Christ.” “I am the 
voice of one crying in the wilderness.’”’ When John 
knew Him, at the time of His baptism, by the sign 
of the Spirit, he bear record that this is the Son of 
God. 


John testified to the pre-existence and deity of 
Christ. In verse 30, “He was before me,” could 
mean but one thing—that Christ was in existence 
before John. 


He also testified to the atoning work of Christ 
when he called Him the Lamb of God. To one 
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familiar with the Old Testament sacrifices and 
ritual this expression could have but one meaning. 


A Beautiful Invitation: “Come and see.” This 
was the invitation of John the Baptist when he 
said, “Behold the Lamb of God”’—see the Lamb. 
He no doubt pointed to Jesus as he said these 
words. The real prophet in the Old Dispensation 
and the real preacher in the New, point men to 
Jesus and say, “Come and see,” “Behold the Lamb 
of God” Who will take away your sins if you will 
“come.” No true preacher wants men to “see” 
him, to come to him, to admire his goodness, or 
eloquence, or appearance, or personality, or power 
—but to see and come and follow Christ, the Son 
of God. If we can point men to Him; if we can 
persuade men to “come and see” Him, then our 
work is accomplished. 


This becomes the invitation of Jesus Himself as 
two of John’s disciples follow the Master. He 
saith to them, “Come and see.’—see where He 
lived, it is true, but see far more. Before the day 
was done they had seen a great deal. They abode 
with Him that day. We wonder what they talked 
about. We know that they believed. This invitation 
is still ours. He invited men to come and see and 
be convinced that He is all He claims to be—the 
Son of God, the Savior of the world. “Ye will not 
come” is still the reason men are not saved. 


This invitation is taken up by the disciples. When 
Philip found Nathaniel and told him of Jesus, Nath- 
anie] said, “can there any good thing come out of 
Nazareth’? Phillip did not stop to argue this 
question, but simply said, “Come and see.” We 
are not to waste our time arguing with men. We 
are to press upon them this invitation and persuade 
them to come and see for themselves. The Savior 
will convince them. In our personal work with the 
unsaved, let us remember the reply of Philip to 
Nathaniel. When Nathaniel came, he was thor- 
oughly convinced and made a noble confession of 
faith, We do not have Him in the flesh to show to 
them, but we have His portrait and words in our 
Bibles, and can bring men to this revelation. John’s 
Gospel is one of the finest places to find His 
picture and see Him and hear His gracious words. 
Let us not try our words of wisdom but bring 
men face to face with the Master as He presents 
Himself to our wondering view. 


In our lesson today we have Him presented to 
us in a most convincing way. He is the eternal, only 
begotten, Son of God. He is our Sacrifice for sin. 
We are invited to receive Him, to come and see 
Him, to believe on Him, that we may be the chil- 
dren of God. Have you accepted His invitation? 
Are you a child of God? 


Lesson For January 12: The 


Authority Of Jesus 
ee: John 2, Devotional Reading: Psalms 


We should expect the Son of God—“God only 
begotten’”—to have authority and to exercise that 
authority when occasion should arise. We see in this 
lesson that He has the right and the power to take 
complete charge of the Home, of the Temple, of 
the bodies and lives of individual men and women. 
“He knew what was in man,” and having perfect 
knewledge, He has the right to command men in 
all circumstances of life. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Dec. 16, 1948 


Jesus’ Authority in the Home: John 2:1-1) 
Jesus was “called” to this marriage and He ag. 
cepted the invitation. He was not a recluse like 
John the Baptist, but mingled with His fellow-me, 
in all their social gatherings. He was found at 
feasts and at funerals. He rejoiced with those that 
rejoiced, and wept with those that wept. He never 
held himself aloof from the crowds except for 
occasional times of rest and special seasons spent 
with His Heavenly Father and with His chosey 
disciples. 


It would be well if He were called to every 
wedding. We should start our homes with Him, 
Christians should marry only “in the Lord.” If He 
sanctified every wedding with His: presence and if 
we heeded His words concerning the married state, 
there would be fewer broken homes and our divoree 
courts would have little business. 


The mother of Jesus went to Him in her trouble 
and with the problem which confronted the host and 
hostess. Mary was no doubt related to the Family 
and when in their embarrassment they saw that 
the wine was about to give out, she was told. She, 
in turn, informed Jesus. She evidently learned to 
depend upon Him in her times of need. We are 
told very little concerning the relationship of 
Jesus with His mother, but what little we are told 
certainly does away with any idea of her as our 
intercessor, The teaching concerning Mary in the 
Bible’ never leads to her exaltation as taught by 
the Roman Catholic Church. “Mariolatry is idol- 
atry.” The mother of our Lord is regarded by all 
Christians as ‘blessed,’ as ‘the most highly favored 
of women.’ No member of the fallen family of 
man has had such an honor as she received in being 
the mother of the Savior of the world.” “The 
deification of the Virgin Mary in the Church of 
Rome was a slow process,—as the Church lost more 
and more of its spirituality.” (See Hodge, Vol. III, 
Page 285 for full discussion). 


His reply seems somewhat of a rebuff to us, but 
it was just a reminder of the fact that His “hour” 
had not yet come. She did not take it as a refusal, 
but said to the servants—not slaves or hired ser- 
vants, but “‘helpers’? — ‘‘Whatsoever He saith unto 
you, do it.” 


Here Jesus takes command and His orders are 
carried out. The helpers may have wondered, but 
they obeyed; they filled the water pots to the brim. 
If we always carried out His orders we would see 
marvellous doings of the Lord. If we would do 
whatsoever He says in the Home, in the Church, 
and in our lives we would see His glory manifested 
too. 


From verse 10 we may learn that whatever Jesus 
did, He did it better than even Nature does it. In 
Creation, He saw that all He made was “good”: the 
wine He made was “good.” We may be sure that 
this “good” wine had no bad effects upon those 
who drank it. This was no drunken carousal, an 
we have no cause to attempt any apology for ou 
Lord. He always did what was right, and pleasing 
to God the Father, i 


Jesus’ Authority in the Temple: John 2:13-22. 
In every time of apostasy the Temple service wa 
either neglected or corrupted. As far back as the 
time of the judges this was true and the neglect 
or abuse of the tabernacle or temple was a sign 0 
religious depression or collapse. (Is not this true 
of the church also?) The sons of Eli made 
selves vile, corrupting the worship, stealing from 
those who came. 
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In Jesus’ day the temple was again a place of 
robbery instead of real worship, as we see clearly 
in both cleansings of the Temple. He could not see 
fis Father’s House thus desecrated. His zeal for 
tt had “eaten Him up.” Are we zealous today for 
the House of God? Would He have to begin at the 
House of God? That is where judgment begins. 
Are we using parts of His House for places of 
doubtful amusements or wrong ways of raising 
money ? 


This act on His part did not go unchallenged. 
The Jews wanted a sign of His authority. He gave 
them one that was against Him later by His ene- 
mies at His trial. He compared His body to the 
Temple. Wherever Jesus is, is a Temple, and our 
hodies, too, are temples of the Holy Spirit. We are 
not to profane these temples made of stone, or 
these temples made of flesh and blood. Both are to 
he kept clean. 


Christ is the Head of the Church. He is in the 
midst of the seven candlesticks—the churches— 
His eyes are as a flame of fire. He sees all that 
goes on in our churches, Will they bear this search- 
ing inspection? Would He have to drive us out and 
overthrow some of our tables? Are there “idols” 
on our walls or windows? Is the Second Com- 
mandment obsolete? Is He pleased with “likenesses” 
today any better than at Sinai? 


His authority in the Church is as absolute as His 
authority in the Temple. 


Jesus’ Authority over Men: John 2:23-25. Jesus 
“knew all men.”’ He knew what was in man, He 
is the Perfect Man, the second Head of the human 
race. As in Adam all fell, so in Christ shall all be 
made alive. His place among men is at the head; 
His perfect character and perfect knowledge place 
Him there. 


He did not come here to commit Himself to men. 
He came to seek and to save; to serve and die, but 
it was voluntary on His part. He is Lord and King. 
His place is on the throne. The Lord and Master 
chose to humiliate Himself for a season, and have 
our sins heaped upon Him, but His proper sphere is 
to command. He spoke with authority; His words 
were truth, He commands disease and demons to 


leave and they left. He spoke and the dead came | 


forth. He called men to Him and commanded men 
to “Go.” He is the one Man who has authority 
over all other men. 


“Many believed when they saw the miracles 
which He did.’”’ Some were sincere, some not. He 
knew the difference. He knows His sheep. He has 
the power to keep those that are committed to Him. 
His miracles are a part of the Man, for He was a 
Supernatural Man. Every saved sinner is a miracle 
of His love and grace. He knows all about us and 


loves us still. This makes Him the Great Friend of 
men. 


Will we commit ourselves to Him? Will we ac- 
cept Him as Lord of our lives? He alone has the 
authority to make us children of God. Only as we 
receive Him can we be received into the family 
| Of God. Those who do the will of God become His 
children. What is His will? That we turn from sin, 


Chrint the One whom He has sent, the Lord Jesus 
rist. 


In all things Christ is to have the preeminence. 
es He have this place in our Homes, in our 
Churches, in our hearts and lives? 
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Let your church tower pour out the ever 
glorious songs of the Saviour’s birth through 
the rich, golden voice of Schulmerich Caril- 
lonic Bells. Here is the instrument best fitted 
to translate the songs of the ages into songs 
in the air, with tones of purest beauty. 


You may have the joyous voice of Carillonic 
Bells in your church at Christmas. No season 
could be more appropriate to plan for a me- 
moria] that proclaims joy and peace to every 
heart and home. 
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Schulmerich products are sold only through 
direct factory representatives. For complete 
information, address: Dept. SP-13. 
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Young Peoples Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Young People’s Emphasis 
For January 


BEYOND THE SEAS 
Introduction For The Month 


Our Foreign Mission programs for the month of 
January this year are based on the study of India 
as planned by the Missionary Education movement. 
India, now on the threshold of her freedom and 
facing the decision of what she will make of it, 
is one of the most interesting and important 
countries in the world today. We should take time 
to study and understand India and her needs, even 
though we Southern Presbyterians do not now have 
a mission in India. 


The topics that have been chosen for this study 
are all factual topics about some phase of life in 
India. You can secure the regular study books re- 
commended on India and find all the facts vou 
need for these topics. Purpose and space keep these 
Journal programs on one line—we want to give 
an outline of Scripture bearing on the topic that 
will guide the program along the line set down by 
the Word of God. This we shall seek to do for the 
topics this month, though the material must of 
necessity be general and applicable to other 
countries as well as to India, 


January 5: India’s People 
Introduction 


Four hundred millions of people, a population 
equal to that of North and South America and 
Africa combined, one fifth of the entire human 
race, live in India. Only two percent of these people 
live in towns of 10,000 people or more, all the 
rest live in some 700,000 towns and villages. A 
missionary from India recently pointed out that 
if the Lord Jesus had begun to visit one village 
each day since the beginning of His earthly ministry 
almost two thousand years ago, He would still be 
at work. 


India has been the mother of religions, and at 
the same time many religions that have come from 
outside India have found the land hospitable to 
their growth. The great majority of the people 
follow the various sects and divisions of Hinduism. 
In addition to this majority Islam, Buddhism, 
Jainism, and Parsee are all to be found in some 
strength. Christians number only about 1.79 per- 
cent of the population and have grown in number 


from 1.51 percent of the population in the last 
twenty years. 


As we see this great land that contains all these 
people and realize that so few of them know the 
Lord Jesus Christ we can not escape the feeling 
that what these people need most of all is not 
freedom, not western development, but what they 
need most of all is the Lord Jesus Christ and His 
transforming power. Let us examine several pas- 
sages of Scripture that reveal to us the attitude that 
we should have toward India—and toward other 
countries and peoples without Christ. 


Scripture Lesson 


In Matthew 9:35 through 10:5 we have seven 
things that should be true of us every time we 
study the life and conditions of some land or 
country. 


1. Possession: Matt. 9:35. Jesus went about 
teaching the Gospel and healing all manner of 
sicknesses. In the gospel of the Lord Jesus we 
possess the answer to every spiritual need; and 
those in whom Christ lives are ready to meet every 
human need that anybody, anywhere might have, 
We need to realize that we possess what all men 
need, must have, but won’t have unless we who 
have it share it. 


2, Compassion: 9:36a. When Christ looked upon 
the multitudes He was filled with compassion for 
them. We are all too often cold and indifferent to 
the spiritual and physical needs of others. Our 
hearts should be filled with compassion that is 
strong enough to move us to action. 


3. Awareness: 9:36b. When Christ looked upon 
the people of the villages of His day He was aware 
of the fact that their greatest trouble was their 
lack of a guiding shepherd who could guide them 
into an abundant life. They were following their 
desires and circumstances blindly. In India today 
the social and economic matters are not the most 
important, the most important is to get the people 
to see the Good Shepherd who laid down His life 
for the sheep. 


4. Challenge: 9:37. In that day the harvest field 
of the world was ripe, and it is still ripe today. 
In those days the laborers were few and today the 
laborers are few. The great need and _ possibilities 
coupled with the scarcity of workers should 
challenge us to throw in our all where it will count 
most. 


5. Prayer: 9:38. The field is too big and our 
talents differ too much for us to think that we can 
tear in just anywhere. We must carefully seek the 
mind of God that He may lead us to what we can 
best do and where He wants it done. Prayer is the 
means of getting the proper-number of laborers i 
to the proper place. 


6. Equipment: 10:1. Jesus called the twelve to 
Him and gave them the power they needed for the 
task. The power of each of us or the power of all 
of us put together will not be sufficient to do the 
task. But when we have received the power from 
Him who has all power then we are able to do all 
things through Him. 


7. Commission: 10:5. Jesus then sent them t 
work. As they went it was not the field that was 
calling them, they were sent by the Lord. They 
knew who had sent them and why He had done tt 
We too must know Him personally, and know 
definitely that He has sent us. 


Suggestions 


Have some one outline the general facts abou! 
the people of India, their manner of life and their 


many r 
one of | 
hook 01 
group | 
one of 
emphas: 
one wit 


“The 
an inde 
portanc 
with Et 
tained 
were er 
one na’ 
difficul 
event. 
signific 


Thes 
headmé 
Baroda 
1947. . 
that ca 
standin 
nor un 
society 
neither 
an am 
We ca 
itual f 
freedo! 
and sj 
one ha 
Christi 
the ot 
hand 1 
we ar 
not ye 


In t 
a grol 
in the 
with | 
some 
that p 
the m 
sum u 
do in 





Dec. 16, 1946 


— 








many religions. This material can be secured from 
one of the study books or from any good reference 
ook on India. Then with these facts before the 
group let different ones lead a discussion on each 
me of the seven points in the Scripture lesson, 
emphasizing the need of truly entering into each 
me with belief and willingness to act. 


January 12: India Faces 1947 


Introduction 


“The emergency of India into world society as 
an independent nation is an event of historic im- 
portance. Its magnitude is suggested by comparison 
with Europe. India has as many people as are con- 
tained in all of Europe outside Russia. If Europe 
were emerging now on the stage of world history as 
one nation, the people of America would have no 
difficultv in recognizing the importance of the 
event. They should be equally cognizant of the 
significance of India’s freedom.” 


These words by Sunderraj S. Raichur, former 
headmaster of the Methodist Boys’ High School at 
Baroda, India, make us realize what India faces in 
1947. All that is involved will challenge the best 
that can be found in the statesmanship and under- 
sanding of the world. We can not begin to examine 
nor understand these matters in our young people’s 
society. The young people’s society of a church has 
neither the time. ability, or intention of becoming 
an amateur political and social science forum. 
We can only point to some of the moral and spir- 
itual foundations on which India must build if her 
freedom is to endure, but as we study these moral 
and spiritual foundations we must realize on the 
one hand that we have no idea that the two percent 
Christian population can dominate the wishes of 
the other ninety-eight percent, and on the other 
hand we must realize that here in America where 
we are nominally fifty percent Christian we have 
not yet really begun to build on these foundations. 


Scripture Lesson 


In the days of the early church Peter wrote to 
a group of Christians who were a small minority 
in the midst of a pagan government, and along 
with his Christian encouragement he gave them 
some advice on how they should behave within 
that pagan environment if they were to accomplish 
the most good. The things that he recommended 
sum up very well what the Indian Christians should 
do in 1947. (And American Christians as well). 
The words are found in First Peter, chapter 1, v.17. 


1. Honor all men. All men, pagan and Christian 
alike, have been created in the image of God, and 
the human personality of a single individual is the 
most valuable thing in all the world. All men must 
be honored and respected simply because they are 
men. Traditionally India has been bound by a caste 
system in which the value of men has been measured 
by the caste to which they belonged, and the un- 
touchables, of whom there are some sixty millions 
i India today, have been considered as less than 
men and as not deserving of any consideration or 
nights. In her new freedom India must honor all 
men simply because they are men. 


2, Love the brotherhood, We Christians are to 
love and honor all men, but men who are not 
Christian, and all too many who are, may not 
respond. We must go right on loving them just 
the same, but the world needs an object lesson of 
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a society of love. Within the Christian fellowship 
there should be a love for one another, a love for 
one another even as Christ loved us, that the world 
may see and know. In the land of India where 
there has been so little of that kind of love in the 
caste system the Christians must love one another 
and manifest a real brotherhood. 


3. Fear God. God is the sovereign of the uni- 
verse and no individual, and no people, can long 
endure if God is neglected. To fear God means to 
have a wholesome and sincere reverence for Him 
that will govern action. The fear of God has at 
least three elements. To fear God in the Scripture 
sense of the word we must believe Him enough 
to accept what He has done for us, love Him 
because of what He is and what He has done, and 
obey Him in what He says for us to do. The 
Christians of India are a minority now, but if the 
Indian Christians will fear God in this sense they 
will be growing in numbers and influence all 
through 1947. 


4. Honor the king. In those days Caesar was 
king. In our own days we are used to a democracy. 


In India they are working out a newly received 
freedom after having been under England for 
many years, But this Scripture has reference to 
something that is true no matter what sort of a 
government may be in power. Men must be 
governed, and government must be for the good of 
all. For the good of all, government must be worthy 
of honor, and men must honor the government. 


Suggestions 


The committee suggests that this program be 
given to a study of the political, economic, and 
spiritual problems that face India today. That is a 
mighty big order for a young people’s group and 
involves a lot of material that is outside our proper 
sphere. This program should largely center on the 
importance of India’s future as a free nation and 
on the ideals and responsibilities of the Christian 
group. This would be a good topic to have discussed 
by an outside visitor who is familiar with the 
subject. 


BIBLE QUIZ 
By Rev. J. B. Vail 


The answer to each of these begins with the let- 
cers 

(1) Three names for the place of worship. (Ps. 
27, 138, and I Chron. 16). (2) Where the navy 
came from. (3) His words are as wounds. (4) 
Where Barnabas found Saul. (5) What was put in 
a bottle? (6) A name for Satan. (7) Man who 
wrote Romans for Paul. (8) Kind of sacrifices we 
should render to God. (Ps. 107). (9) A crown was 
made of them. (10) Sick at Miletum. (II Tim. 4). 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


The Joy Gift 


“Well informed Presbyterians will know a good 
bit about the work of Ministerial Relief. Among 
other things such Presbyterians will know that the 
Church owes something to the ministers, not only 
while they are in active service, but even after they 
have retired. Ministerial Relief is the Church’s 
way of taking care of those ministers and their 
dependents who had retired before the Ministers’ 
Annuity Fund was opened. There are 430 such 
homes represented in the appeal which we make at 
Christmas called the Joy Gift. This added to the 
regular budget gifts of the churches for this cause 
constitutes what the Church gives to these aged 
servants of Christ and our Church. 


“One of them wrote the Committee recently as 
follows: ‘As old age creeps on I realize that the 
time is not far distant when I shall have to stop. 
But the way my beloved Church stands by me when 
my strength is failing is a joy to my heart.’ 


“The widow of a deceased minister wrote the 
Committee as follows: ‘It is with a feeling of much 
gratitude that I write thanking you for the monthly 
check which you so graciously send me. It is a 
great comfort to know that I have something 
definite coming in at regular intervals upon which 
I can depend. 


“The normal reaction to such notes of thanks is 
a wish that we lived close enough by them to share 
what we have with them. But for most Presbyterians 
such is, not the case. Comparatively few of our 
Presbyterians live in the same town with any 
member of the Ministerial Relief family. Yet be- 
cause of the General Assembly’s Committee, every 
Presbyterian lives within reach of those in need. 
Let each Presbyterian hear in the secrets of his own 
heart the words of Jesus concerning the good 
Samaritan when He said: “Go and do thou like- 
wise.” We can do just that by having a generous 
part in the Joy Gift in December.” 


CAST US NOT OFF 


By Helen Horine* 


In the eighth chapter of Zechariah, an essential 
part of the description of the longed-for city of 
God, we read, “Jerusalem shall be called a city of 
truth; ... There shall yet old men and women dwell 
in the streets of Jerusalem, and every man with 
his staff in his hand for very age. And the streets 
of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing 
in the streets thereof.” 


This prophet recognized, as must we also, that 
any society, whether it be nation, state or family, 
is judged by its attitudes toward the very old and 
very young. To those of advanced years we owe a 
debt in return for the long years of service ren- 


dered—to the young in expectation of their con- 
tribution to the future. 


In recent years there has been evidenced a 
growing awareness of such responsibility, and we 
have witnessed legislation directed toward the 


welfare of both the aged and the young. Plans for 
retirement and for safeguarding the mental as 
well as the physical health of children have made 
rapid headway. 


If government feels this obligation, how much 
more the family where bonds are the more intimate 
and binding. With what contempt do we ragard any 
family which callously and selfishly casts off those 
who, because of the inabilities either of age or 
youth, are unable to care for themselves. Surely 
any Christian family will count it a privilege to 
give of their best to children and to share even their 
little with those who have given of their best in 
days gone by. 


And what is the Church unless it be that larger 
family of God’s people, which ministers in love to 
all its members as they have need? How then could 
we fall short of this obligation which rests upon us, 
to meet the simple needs of these faithful servants 
who have been our ministers and His down through 
the years, and of those dependent upon them. The 
Church has called these men apart from those pur- 
suits in which their abilities might well have per. 
mitted them to put aside savings against old age, 
and in so doing we who are the Church have as 
sumed an obligation for their maintenance, This 
obligation we dare not shirk. 


The Ministers’ Annuity Plan now in operation 
provides a means whereby both the minister and 
the church assume responsibility for a continuing 
means of livelihood when retirement age arrived. 
However, for those compelled to retire before this 
plan became operative or before they were able to 
build up the minimum sum required as a condition 
of this plan and for the widows and dependent 
children of deceased ministers, the JOY GIFT 
must still provide. Happy indeed this term, for it 
is difficult to imagine the joy which their check 
brings to each of more than four hundred homes 
soon after the first of every month. Last year 
the gift was sufficient to make possible the doub- 
ling of their small stipend for two months as well 
as certain supplementary grants in cases of ex 
traordinary need. 


Not alone to the hearts of the recipients does 
this gift mean joy but to each one who has 4 
part it brings a blessing, as thus we give expression 
at this blessed Christmas season to the gratitude, 
which fills our hearts, for the gift of a little Child 


*Mrs. B. F. Horine, Louisville, Ky., member of 
Executive Committee of Christian Education and 
Ministerial Relief. 


Yuen Sen And Yuen Hsiu 


By Aurie Lancaster Montgomery 


Pastor Sen Ting Yang is one of the gifted 
preachers of China, His .sermons are Biblical, 
original, practical, often accompanied by ch 
and diagrams using the balanced. phrases so a> 
pealing in the Chinese language. An experience 
in the hands of robbers brought new closeness 10 
God and zeal in His service. 
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His attractive wife was a school teacher. Their 
home has been one of real congeniality and happi- 
ness in the Lord’s work. Yuen Sen, Yuen Hsiu, 
Yuen Mei and Yuen Ling—the oldest and the 
youngest sons—are their fine children. 


Japanese occupation brought interruption to the 
shooling of the older ones when Yuen Sen was a 
tall boy just entering his teens. The family were 
driven from their home in Mission property, and 
lived for a time crowded into the home of a deacon. 
Mr. Sen tried to add to the inadequate offerings 
from the Church members by business trying to his 
sholarly tastes. Services were held in different 
homes after the Church building was taken over 
by the Japanese. The children went to the school 
set up by the invaders. 


Then Mr. Sen was called to shepherd some 
groups of Christians in a country section. They 
made offerings of food for the family’s living. No 
schools were available. There was always a chance 
of Japanese raids, most dangerous to the older 
young people. 


The Hospital] at Tsingkiangpu was carrying on 
under Japanese permission; afterwards with Com- 
munists living in part of the property and in con- 
trol of all. “We altogether (the Staff) held on 
firmly here and the conditions did not change. We 
have believed that no man can destroy God’s work.” 


As soon as Yuen Sen and Yuen Hsiu were big 
enough, they entered the Hospital to take nurses’ 
training. This chance for these Christian young 
people to learn and develop was as important a 
part of the Hospital’s work as its ministry to the 
sick, 


Truly God has kept His Own in marvellous ways. 


Alabama Synodical Auxiliary 


The Woman’s Auxiliary of the Synod of Alabama 
held its Forty Ninth Annual Meeting November 5, 
6, and 7, 1946, in the historic Government Street 
Church, Mobile, Ala., with the President, Mrs. B. 
F. Austin, presiding. 


The general program theme, “Christian Steward- 
ship in Action” was the dominant note sounded in 
all the inspirational messages brought to the as- 
sembly by church. leaders. 


Of special interest were the four stirring mes- 
sages given by Mrs. H. D. Haberyan, a member of 
the Assembly’s Executive Committee of Foreign 
Missions and a popular Mission teacher at Mon- 
treat. Her third message, “Stewardship of the 
Gospel to the Uttermost” strikingly revealed the 
unlimited opportunities, the difficulties, and the 
urgencies of our task in the six foreign mission 
fields where the 36,000,000 souls for whom our 
church is responsible must know of the adequacy 
of Christ to redeem, now! 


_ Other inspirational speakers on the program 
included: Rev. C. A, Calcote, Miss Verita Barnett, 
John Reese III, Mr. Roy Breg, and Dr. Ansley C. 
Moore. Messages were also brought by two past 
presidents, Mrs. F. L. Cade, the new expansion 
field worker in Alabama, and Mrs. D. H. Edington, 


of Mobile. Leaders bringing the meditation thoughts 
at the worship periods were: Mrs. H. E. Houston, 
ts. C. H. Whaley, Mrs. L. B. Thompson, and Miss 


Baling Relief Clothing At A Church 
World Service Center 


Your Church Provides Direct Channel 
For Relief To War Sufferers 


Despite the fact that the war ended more 
than a year ago, human suffering is still in- 
tense in war-torn lands. Through your Church 
you can give clothing, shoes and other ma- 
terial aid—or cash contributions if you de- 
sire—for relief and reconstruction abroad. 


Church World Service, Inc., is the constituted 
agency for carrying on the Good Samaritan 
Program of the Church in disaster areas 
around the world. It provides Worldwide, 
Trustworthy, Efficient Service, in the name 
of Christ. The Southern Presbyterian Church 
is one of the 26 denominations composing 
this agency. 


Church World Service, Inc., will take your 
gifts of clothing (new or old), shoes, bed- 
ding, soap, candles, powdered milk, food con- 
centrates, medicines and hospital supplies, or 
livestock, and send these gifts to save lives 
overseas and help re-establish and strengthen 
church life in the devastated areas. 


Send such gifts to the most convenient of the 
following Church World Service Centers: 


New Windsor, Md. 
740 Esplanade Avenue, 
(Newly Opened). 


510 South Elm Avenue, St. Louis County 19, 
Mo. (New Street Address). 


101 Pine Street, Dayton 2, Ohio. 


New Orleans, La. 


Send checks or cash to your local Church 
Treasurer, or to Rev. E. C. Scott, Treasurer, 
War Relief Committee, Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., 1120 Liberty Bank Building, Dallas 1, 
Tex. 


For information, write Rev. Eugene L. Dan- 
iel, Special Representative, Box 330, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 


The Presbyterian War Relief Committee 
Rev. Vernon S. Broyles, Jr., Chm. 
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Margaret Smith. The celebration of the Lord’s 
Supper was observed, with Dr. Ansley C. Moore, 
pastor of the host church, presiding. 


The announcement of the election of Mrs. J. W. 
McQueen and Mrs. B. F. Austin as new member 
of the Committee on Woman’s Work and Secretary 
of Woman’s Advisory Committee, respectively, was 
heard with interest. 


The Birthday gift of $5,380.42 gave Alabama 
third place in per capita giving to this cause. 


Besides the regular designated scholarships given 
annually, the following gifts will be distributed 
from surplus Blessing Box fund: Alabama Ex- 
panded Field Program, $125.00; Stillman Expan- 
sion Fund, $100.00; Mission Haven, $100.00; 
Student Center, University of Alabama, $300.00; 
Montreat Hotel, $300.00; Presbyterian Home, 
$400.00; Assembly’s Training School, $400.00; 
Southwestern, $700.00. 


Newly elected officers are: Mrs. W. A. Mce- 
Cutchen, Vice President; Mrs. W. B. Nelson, 
Treasurer; Miss Margaret Smith, Foreign Missions; 
Mrs. W. E. Nicholson, Presbyterian Home; Mrs. 
Robt. S. Gill, White Cross; Mrs. T. W. Winton, 
Christian Education and Ministerial Relief; Mrs. 
Hobson E. Houston, Literature. 


Rev. Athol D. Cloud, Chairman Synod’s Com- 
mittee on Woman’s Work, conducted the Installa- 
tion Service. 


Two loving cups were awarded Birmingham Pres- 
byterial for outstanding work in Synodical and 
Presbyterial Home Missions and in Foreign Mis- 
sions. Tuscaloosa received the Assembly’s Home 
Mission cup. 


Alabama exceeded quota to Historical Founda- 
tion—total gifts, $1,263.50. Names to be inscribed 
on Plaque of Recognition from the Presbyterials 
are: Birmingham—Woman’s Auxiliary, South High- 
land Church; Dr. and Mrs. Ray Dobyns; Miss Alice 
Daly; Woman’s Auxiliary, Presbytery of Birming- 
ham. East Alabama—Mrs. J. H. Crenshaw; Mrs. 
J. P. Wilson. Mobile—Mrs. D. B. Cobbs. 


—————— > —____ 


feneral Church News 


Meeting Of The Committee On 
Co-operation And Union 


The Permanent Committee on Co-operation and 
Union met in Atlanta, Ga., on November 12th. 
Sixteen of the the seventeen members were present. 
The Reverend Dunbar H. Ogden was elected Chair- 
man of the Committee for another term of three 
years, and the Reverend Frank Caldwell was 
elected Secretary for a similar period. The Rev- 
erend G. T. Gillespie and the Reverend T. K. 
Young were added to the Drafting’ Committee, 
which now consists of seven persons, as follows: 
Dr. Ogden, Chairman; Dr. Caldwell, Secretary; Dr. 
G. T. Gillespie; Judge P. F. Henderson; Dr. Charles 
L. King; Hon. Charles G. Rose; Dr. T. K. Young. 


—D. H. Ogden. 


Dr. J. McDowell Richards On 
The Presbyterian Hour 


Dr. J. McDowell Richards, President of Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga., will be 
the speaker on The Presbyterian Hour on Sunday, 
December 22, at 8:30 A.M., E.S.T., over an inde- 
pendent network of southeastern radio stations. 


Born in North Carolina, Dr. Richards attended 
Princeton University, where he was graduated 
with the degree of Master of Arts in 1923. He was 
awarded a Rhodes Scholarship on which he spent 
three years in Oxford University in England. Dr. 
Richards took his theological training at Columbia 
Seminary, and was graduated there in 1928. His 
first pastorate was at Clarksville, Ga., and from 
there he went to Thomasville, Ga.. in 1931. Twelve 
years ago, Dr. Richards was called to the presi- 
dency of Columbia Seminary, and under his leader- 
ship the Seminary has enjoyed an era of spiritual 
and material expansion. 


The subject of Dr. Richards’ address will be 
“The Meaning Of Christmas.” 


MEETING OF PINE BLUFF 
PRESBYTERY 


The Presbytery of Pine Bluff met in regular 
fall session Tuesday, November 12 at the First 
Presbyterian Church of Stuttgart, at 11:00 a.m. 
with 16 ministers and 10 ruling elders in a 
tendance. 


Mr. J. H. Alexander of Eudora, the retiring 
moderator, made the request that his pastor, Rev. 
James I. Paisley, preach the opening sermon, whic 
he did from the text: Luke 19:10—“For the Son 
of Man is come to seek and to save that which 
was lost.” 


Mr. Clyde Martin of the Second Presbyteriat 
Church of Pine Bluff was elected moderator. Rev. 
W. H. Pruitt of the Holly Grove Presbyterian 
Church is the permanent clerk. 
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The popular lecture was given by Rev. Marion 
,, Boggs, D. D., pastor of the Second Presbyterian 
church of Little Rock, on the subject of Evangelism, 
grticularly stressing reasons why we should be 
jing the work of evangelists now because of 
present world conditions. In addition to this he 
wld of the plan being worked out in Little Rock 
gon of all the Presbyterian Churches of Little 
Rock uniting in a Home Visitation program in 
yhich the ministers of Synod were invited to take 
,part and to attend a special class of instruction, 
» see how the program is put on and then to 
arty this back to their own churches and put it 
on there, 


The doctrinal sermon was delivered by Rev. Pat. 
\, Easterling, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Warren on the subject of Sin. 


A memorial was given by the moderator, Mr. 
(lyde Martin, for an elder in the Presbytery who 
had been faithfu! in all duties, serving as moderator 
of Presbytery and Synod, Judge Thomas Morgan 
Hooker. 


The commissioners from this Presbytery to next 
year’s General Assembly are Rev. Wm. B. Oglesby, 
Jr, principal minister, pastor of the First Presby- 
trian Church, Helena, Arkansas; Rev. James G. 
Spencer, alternate minister, pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Fordyce, Arkansas; Mr. H. 
£. Lynch, principal elder, of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Clarendon, Arkansas; and Mr. George A. 
Moseley, alternate elder, of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Fordyce, Arkansas. 


Presbytery will meet for its Spring Stated Meet- 
ing in the Holly Grove Presbyterian Church, 
Tuesday, Apri] 22, 1947, at 11:00 A. M. 


William C. Dinwiddie, Stated Clerk. 


Dr. Richards At Columbia 


By special invitation of the Faculty of Columbia 
Theological Seminary, Dr. C. M. Richards, Pro- 
fessor Emeritus of English Bible at Davidson Col- 
lege, was the speaker at a series of devotional 
services held in the seminary chapel November 
'-7-8. Dr. Richards spoke to the students on “The 
Covenant Significance Of Baptism,” “The Privi- 
lege Of Parents In Dedicating Their Children To 
The Fulltime Service Of God,” and “The Import- 
ance Of Personal Evangelistic Work.’’ The mes- 
sages Were received with great appreciation by the 
students and faculty members of the seminary, 
aid Dr. Richards has been requested to prepare 
them for publication. 


At the urgent request of the Session of the 
Second Presbyterian Church in Memphis, Tenn., 
Dr. Felix B, Gear has been granted permission to 
delay the assumption of his duties as Professor of 
Theology and Dean of Instruction at Columbia 
Seminary in order that he may assist the Church 
through the period which must elapse before his 
successor in that important pastorate has been se- 
lected. Dr. J. B. Green has consented to continue 
the teaching of required courses in theology at the 
‘eminary throughout the winter quarter, and it is 
low expected that Dr. Gear will move to Decatur 
with his family in time to begin his work as a 
teacher at the beginning of the spring quarter on 
ebruary 26, 1947. 
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A prominent woman sat in her attorney’s office dis- 
cussing the writing of her will. Since the attorney 
had known her and her relatives, she asked him if 
she had forgotten anyone who should be remember- 
ed in her will. 


The attorney thought a while and then said: “Yes, 
you have forgotten Jesus.” She thanked him, and 
made a substantial provision for the work of our 
Presbyterian Church in the United States. 


If you wish to name the Executive Committee of 
Foreign Missions in your will, the following form 
of bequest should be used: 
“I give, devise and bequeath to the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of Foreign Missions of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, a corporation organized under the 
laws of the State of Tennessee, with offices 
at Nashville, Tenn., the sum of 
(or the following property, to wit:. 


For full information and assistance in making 
bequest to Foreign Missions, write to: 


Curry B. Hearn - Treasurer 


Executive Committee Of Foreign Missions 
_ Presbyterian Church In The U. S. 
P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 





Let Your Lawyer Draw Your Will 


Perhaps you have put off this privilege of dis- 
posing of your. property exactly in accordance 
with your wishes. Perhaps your will should be 
re-written to meet changing conditions. In either 
event, consult your attorney. Only a good law- 
yer can give your will the legal attention it 
must have to avoid serious mistakes. 
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Dr. C. Darby Fulton On The 
Presbyterian Hour 


Dr. C. Darby Fulton, Executive Secretary of the 
Committee on Foreign Missions of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church, will be the speaker on The 
Presbyterian Hour on Sunday, December 29, at 
8:30 A.M., E.S.T., over an independent network of 
southeastern radio stations. 


Born in Japan of missionary parents, Dr. Fulton 
was educated in Presbyterian College in South 
Carolina, and took postgraduate work in the Uni- 
versity of South Carolina. He received his theo- 
logical training in Columbia Theological Seminary, 
and was graduated there in 1915. He was pastor 
for two years at Bunker Hill and Glassboro. N. J., 
in the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., and has been 
in the Southern Presbyterian Church since 1917. 
Dr. Fulton served as a missionary in Japan for 
eight years, and in 1922 was called to be Field 
Secretary of the Executive Committee of Foreign 
Missions in Nashville, Tenn. In 1932, he was called 
to his present post, and in the course of his work 
has traveled widely in all parts of the world where 
the Southern Presbyterian Church has foreign 
mission stations. Dr. Fulton has written for many 
magazines on the subject of missions, and is recog- 
nized as one of the leading authorities on foreign 
missions in America. 


The subject of Dr. Fulton’s address will be “The 
Charter Of The Church.” 


_—o—= 2 —_____ 


Greater Atlanta Leadership School 


Sponsored by the Presbyterian Superintendents’ 
Association and directed by the Presbytery’s Re- 
ligious Education Committee the annual fall leader- 
ship school for the churches of Greater Atlanta 
came to a close on Monday evening in the North 
Avenue Church, An analysis showed that 27 schools 
participated and sent officers, teachers, and work- 
ers to the six classes provided. The faculty and 
courses were as follows: “Personal Religious 
Living” — Dr. James R. McCain, president Agnes 
Scott College; “My Christian Beliefs,” Dr. William 
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C. Robinson, Professor Church History, Columbia 
Theological Seminary; “Selective Bible Study— 
Book of Romans,” Dr. Samuel A. Cartledge, Py. 
fessor New Testament Interpretation, Columbi 
Theological Seminary; “Theory and Practice of 
Recreation for Church Groups,” Mr. Walter Me. 
Neil, Jr., graduate National Recreation Schoo): 
“Methods and Materials in Educating Adults,” Dr 
Stuart R. Oglesby, Jr., Minister, Central Chureh 
Atlanta; “Ways of Teaching,” Rev. Harold ¢ 
Smith, Director of Religious Education, Atlanta 
Presbytery. 


Two hundred sixty-four persons attended one or 
more sessions of the school and one hundred forty. 
two gained credit. 


re 
Rev. Swan M. Erickson, D.D. 


1881 - 1946 


Rev. Swan M. Erikson, D.D. was called to his 
Heavenly Home on October 29, 1946 following a 
long illness in Richmond, Va. Dr. Erickson was born 
in Duluth, Minn., on November 25th, 1881. He 
attended Hamline university in St. Paul, and South- 
western in Clarksville, Tenn., and then went to 
Mobile, Alabama as Y. M. C. A, Secretary. Ae. 
companied by his wife, the former Miss Lois Joh- 
son of Dermott, Ark., he sailed for Japan in 1905, 
and for thirty-five years they worked there as mis 
sionaries of the Presbyterian Church in the U. §. 
All of this time was spent in the city of Takamatsu 
on the Island of Shikoku. He was very active as an 
evangelist, covering a large part of the Privince of 
Kagawa regularly. He made contacts with hundreds 
of people on the trains, in the stations and schools. 
He helped the Japanese Christians to build their 
churches and encouraged and strengthened the 
groups already organized. 


In 1910 he and Mrs. Erickson began to visit the 
Leper Colony on Oshima Island in the Inland Sea. 
For thirty years, except when on furlough in 
America, he went every month. He led many of 
them to Christ, organized them into a church and 
erected a beautiful building for them. No one can 
realize the hope and joy that he brought to these 
hopeless and discouraged people until he reads 
their poems of courage and love, so beautifully 
translated into English by Mrs. Erickson. 


Following their return to America, he served a 
Associate Pastor at the Church of the Pilgrims i 
Washington, D. C., and Supply Pastor of the 
Mount Washington Presbyterian Church in Balti 
more. He was stricken at Mission Court in Rich 
mond on May 30, 1944, and was lovingly cared for 
there until his release. Mrs. Erickson survives 3 
do their two daughters, Mrs. Barnard M. Luben of 
Kalamazoo, Mich. and Mrs. Alex H. Reid of 
Hamilton, Ontario, and six grandchildren. 


The funeral service was in Watts Chapel of 
Union Theological Seminary on November 1st. It 
was conducted by four of his colleagues of the 
Japan Mission, Rev. H. H. Munroe, Rev. W. A. Me 
Ilwaine, Rev. W. C. Buchanan and Rev. I. Stuart 
McElroy. Interment was in Forest Lawn Cemetery 
with fellow missionaries as pallbearers. At the 
impressive service a challenge was given to thos 
present to carry on the work begun by Dr. Erick 
son. 


Among the many messages of sympathy this ol? 
perhaps best expresses the feelings of his friends 
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and co-workers: 


“The churches he built by faith and power: 
the young men he guided to God: 

the lepers he strengthened through Christ 
became his monument.” 


—Charles A. Logan. 


The Bridge 


Around January 1 the Committee on Christian 
Relations will put out the first issue of a monthly 
news-letter, to be known as The Bridge. It has oc- 
ured to some of us that a brief word about 
The Bridge, sent out this far in advance, might 
be a good thing for several reasons. I would 
greatly appreciate it, therefore, if you could find 
gace for this letter somewhere in your columns. 


The main purpose of The Bridge will be to keep 
the Church informed about the plans and programs 
of our Committee, and to provide a medium 
through which significant activities in the field of 
Christian Relations—both inside and outside our 
Church—can be brought to the attention of church 
leaders. 


The first issue will include an article about the 
activities and trends in our denomination that led 
to the creation of the Committee at the last As- 
sembly, brief sketches of the members of the Com- 
mittee, a message from our Moderator, Dr. J. B. 
Green, news items about important developments in 
§ynods, Presbyteries and local churches, an in- 
frmal column of comment, and several other 
features. 


Our plan is to send The Bridge each month to 
all our ministers, all auxiliary chairmen of Chris- 
tian Social Service in synods and presbyteries, 
and all young people who are chairmen of com- 
nissions on Christian Works in synods and presby- 
tries. These subscriptions will be cared for in 
advance, as a routine service of the Committee. 


But since many people in the Church are doubt- 
less wondering what “Christian Relations” is all 
about, we feel that perhaps a wider distribution of 
this first issue of The Bridge would be in order. 
It is possible that some ministers would like to 
get extra copies for their elders and deacons, or 
for other key leaders. 


Many laymen might like to get The Bridge re- 
gularly, Local auxiliaries and other groups may 
Wish to have it sent to their leaders in Christian 
Relations. Anyone who wishes may subscribe, and 
the price for these subscriptions will be fifty 
tents a year. 


Limited quantities of the first issue will be avail- 
able, free of charge, to pastors and others who 
desire to have them; but in order to know how 
many copies to print we should like to have all 
Tequests as far in advance as possible. 


After the first issue it will be necessary—since 
e Committee is now operating on something of 
a “shoestring’”—to charge for extra copies at the 
tate of five cents apiece. 


The editor invites contributions to The Bridge of 
articles or news items of special interest in this 


field. 
John H. Marion, Jr., 
Director of Committee on 
Christian Relations. 
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SUBSCRIBE TO 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


MAGAZINE 
THIS VALUABLE MAGAZINE IS EDITED 
BY A GROUP OF CONVERTED 
ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIESTS 


Its aim is to bring the light of Gospel Chris- 
tianity to Roman Catholics and to inform 
Protestants on Roman Catholic teachings and 
practices. Invaluable to Ministers, Mission- 
aries, Sunday School Teachers. 


SUBSCRIPTION PRICE IS ONLY 
$1.00 A YEAR 


(Canada And Foreign $1.25) 
ORDER FROM 


CHRIST‘S MISSION 
229 West 48th St. New York 19, N. Y. 
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Presbytery Of Suwannee 


The Presbytery of Suwannee met November 12- 
13th in the lovely Presbyterian Church of Ocala, 
Fla., the Rev. W. Ted Jones, minister. 


The opening sermon was delivered by the re- 
tiring moderator, the Rev. J. Russell Young, of 
the St. John’s Presbyterian Church of Jacksonville. 


The Rev. J. R. Hooten was elected Moderator; 
the Rev. John Largent, Temporary Clerk; the Rev. 
Russel] F. Johnson, Reading Clerk; the Rev. W. Ted 
Jones. Publicity Clerk; the Rev. Stephen T, Harvin, 
Stated Clerk for a term of three years. 


On Tuesday night there was a popular meeting 
on behalf of Religious Education, under the direc- 
tion of the Rev. Vance A. Gordon, Chairman of 
Presbytery’s Committee of Religious Education. 
The Rev. Marshall Dendy, D.D., of Orlando, de- 
livered the inspirational address. 


Presbytery received into its membership the Rev. 
L. H. Eikel, the Rev. E. O. McKay, the Rev. H. G. 
— Jr.; and licensed Candidate A. Hubert 

ust. 


Presbytery enjoyed a delightful luncheon and 
trip to Silver Springs one afternoon. 


Stephen T. Harvin, Stated Clerk. 
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ATHENS PRESBYTERY 


Witherspoon Dunlap, pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church, Elberton, Ga., has accepted a call 
to the Fountain City Presbyterian Church, Foun- 
tain City, Tenn. Mr. Dunlap will take up his new 
work on December 1, 1946. 


oo 9 


Give THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 
JOURNAL to your friends for Christmas Presents. 
They will have twenty-four reminders of your love 
and thoughtfulness during the year. Gift subscrip- 
tions at $1.00 each or six for five dollars. We will 
send Christmas Cards announcing your gifts if you 
so instruct us. 
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GENESIS: A DEVOTIONAL COMMENTARY 

“Ministers and Sunday 

School teachers who wish 

to be grounded in ‘the 

book of beginnings’ 

should get this excellent 

work.”” —King’s Business. 

“Not a verse by verse 

commentary on the book 

of Genesis, but an expo- 

sition of the basic thought 

of each chapter from the 

devotional and practical 

standpoint. The author 

has a profound under- 

standing of the character 

of God, the needs of man, 

and the plan of salvation. 

A scholar in his own 

right, he shows himself 

acquainted with the critical problems brought for- 

ward within the past two generations in connec- 

tion with this book. He takes the conservative 

viewpoint on such questions and briefly but simply 

stated his reasons.’’ —Dr. H. C. Thiessen in Chris- 
tian Life & Times, $3.50. 


THE APOSTLE PETER 


“This book outlines each pe- 
riod and event in the Apostle’s 
life and every verse or chap- 
ter in his Epistles, with brief 
comment and cross refer- 
ences. The critical aspect of 
authorship and Introduction is 
treated very briefly (three 
pages). The whole is excellent 
for devotional study or for 
homiletical use by the pas- 
tor.” —-Dr. S. M. Zwemer in 
The Pfesvyterian. 


$2.50 


FOUR GREAT DEVOTIONAL COMMENT ARIES¥e 


By Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas 


ST. PAUL’S EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS 


“Dr, Thomas’ careful schol- 

arship, exegetical insight, 

and personal spiritual exper- 

ience shed much light upon 

the difficult places in this 

important book. He was a 

master of outline and 

analysis, and his commen- 

taries have long delighted 

the heart of the preacher 

and the Bible student; yet 

the layman will find excei- 

lent and deeply inspirational 

reading of the highest qua- 

lity that breathes a deep de- 

votion to the Lord Jesus and 

unswerving conformity to the written Word.” 
$3.50. —Sunday School Times. 


THE APOSTLE JOHN 


Written in the same delightful 
manner as The Apostle Peter, 
this volume deals with the 
“disciple whom Jesus loved.” 
The book is divided into four 
parts, with approximately 
one-fourth dealing with the 
life of the Apostle. More than 
100 pages are devoted to the 
Gospel of John and the re- 
maining 200 pages deal with 
his three Epistles and The 
Revelation. 
$3.00 





CHRISTIANITY AND LIBERALISM 
By J. Gresham Machen, D.D., Litt.D. 


On its publication in 1923, this book 
became a best-seller in religious cir- 
cles because it succeeded, as had no 
ether volume then available, in clear- 
ly delineating the difference between 
supernatural, historic, Biblical Chris- 
tianity and liberalism. The book is 
still in demand, as is evidenced by 
this new edition. 

Dr. Machen’s purpose was not “‘to 
decide the religious issue of the pre- 
sent day, but merely to present the 
issue as sharply and clearly as pos- 
sible, in order that the reader might 
be aided in deciding for himself.’’ He 
succeeded so admirably in this objec- 
tive that even those who differed 
with him highly respected his views, 
as set forth in this book. The follow- 
ing subjects are discussed with in- 
cisive clarity: Doctrine, God and 
Man, The Bible, Salvation, and The 
Church. $2.50 


255 Jefferson Ave. S.E. 


* 
* 
+ 
. 
* 
. 
* 
* 
+. 
© 
ow 
" 
x 
x 
« 
x 
x 
x 
x 
« 
x 
x 
x 
* 
a 
- 
7 
x 
x 
* 
x 
x 
x 
* 
* 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
+. 
* 
* 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
* 
* 
7 
x 
. 
x 
x 
x 
_ 
x 
* 
* 
x 
* 
* 
* 
x 
x 
+ 
* 
x 
* 
* 
* 
x 
x 
. 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
* 
* 
+ 
x 
x 
x 
* 
x 
. 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 


WHAT IS FAITH? 
By J. Gresham Machen, D.D., Litt.D. 


Dr. Machen does not discuss this 
vital subject as though it were either 
a philosophical or psychological ques- 
eion: Instead he approaches it by a 
consideration of faith in its highest 
and plainest manifestation: the faith 
that is enjoined in the New Testa- 
ment. 


The wisdom of this procedure is 
seen in following the author’s clear- 
cut line of reasoning through the 
chapters of the book: Faith in God. 
Faith in Christ. Faith Born of Need. 
Faith and the Gospel. Faith and Sal- 
vation. Faith and Works. Faith and 
Hope. 


$2.50 


WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING COMPANY 


Grand Rapids (3) Michigan 
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